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INTRODUCTION. 


N the ſpring of the year 1785, the 
Houſeof Commons appointed a Com- 
mittee “ to enquire into the ſtate of the 
“ Britiſh Fiſheries, and into the moſt ef- 
« fectual means for their encouragement 
and extenſion.” 

From the ſeveral Reports of this Com- 
mittee it appeared, that the cauſes which 
impeded the progreſs of the Britiſh Fiſh- 
cries, and prevented, in a great degree, 
the inhabitants of the ſea coaſts, on the 

A 2 | north 


4 INTRODUCTION. 
north and north-weſt of the Ifland, from 


profiting by the natural advantages of 
their ſituation, were of two different 
kinds. | 

I. Such as aroſe from the reſtraints of 
unwiſe and improvident laws. 


II. Such as aroſe from the ſcattered 


ſituation and extreme poverty of the 


people. 

For the removal of the obſtacles which 
ranked in the firſt of theſe claſſes, the 
Committee inſtructed their Chairman 
(Mr. Beaufoy) to propole to the conſi- 
derationof Parliament twodifferent Bills, 
the one in the year 1785, the other in 
the year 1786; both of which received 
the ſanction of the Legiſlature, and pro- 
duced important reforms in the fyſtem 
of its Fiſheries. 


By 
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By the old regulations, the very ſame 
law which offered a bounty for the en- 
couragement of the fiſhery tor herrings, 
compelled the veſſels which received it 
to poſtpone their voyage till the beſt 
ſeaſon was paſt. The herring veſſels of 
the Dutch are employed on the Britiſh 
coaſt as early as the 14th day of June; 
but the Legiſlature had diſcouraged its 
own ſubjects from engaging in that fiſh- 
ery till the 1ſt of October, at which time 
the ſhoals of herrings are diſperſed, and 
the markets completely ſupplied; thoſe 
of Europe by the Dutch, thoſe of the 
Weſt India ſettlements by the Iriſh.--- 
The Act of the year 1785 remedied this 
evil, and permitted the veſſels of Great 
Britain to begin their fiſhery on the 1ſt 


of June. 
By 
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By the old regulations, no veſſel could 
4 claim the benefit of the bounty except 
on the condition, that before ſhe pro- 
ceeded on her fiſhing voyage, ſhe had 
failed to one of the ports, however wide 
of her courſe, which the Legillature 
: had appointed as places of uſeleſs ren- 
dèzvous. 


The expedient was adopted from the 


Dutch; but as it was not accompanied 
by that collection of rules to which it 
properly appertains, or that appoint- 
ment of a Commodore, in aid of whoſe 
authority it was eſtabliſhed, its only ef. 
fect was to bring on the Britiſh fiſher- 


i! men the inconvenience of reſtraint, with- 


lf out the advantage of regulation. 
{ The 


f reſtriction, and permits the veſſel to pro- 


the year 1785 removes the 


ceed 
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ceed on her fiſhing voyage from the 
port to which ſhe belongs. 

The old regulations impoſed a duty 
on all ſuch herrings as were conſumed 
within the kingdom ; by which means 
the Legiſlature not only diſcouraged, by 

an impoſt, the very trade which itgrant- 

ed a bounty to promote, but at the 
ſame time levied a tax on the ſubſiſ- 
tence of the people, and that too in a 
country in which ſo ſevere a famine 
prevailed in the years 1781 and 1782, 
that notwithſtanding the liberality of 
Parliament in voting 14, oool. for their 
relief, many periſhed from want. 

This impolitic duty was repealed by 
the Act of 1786. | 

By the old regulations, an oath was 
impoſed on the maſter of the veſlel, 


that 


8 INTRODUCTION, 


that reſtrained him from taking, or per- 
mitting his people to take, any other 
fiſh than herrings. Thus the Legiſla- 
ture had effectually disjoined two fiſh- 
eries, (that for herrings, and that for 
cad) which, in the nature of things, are 
ſo cloſely connected as to be capable of 
receiving the moſt important aid from 
each other; for the cod purſue the her- 
rings as their prey, and are always to be 
found, and ſometimes in great num- 
bers, on the ſKkirts of the herring ſhoals, 

This inconvenient and injurious re- 
ſtraint was repealed by the Act of 1785. 

By the old regulations, no veſſel, ex- 
cept ſhe relinquiſhed her claim to the 
bounty, was permitted to avail herſelf 
of the advantage of an early market, by 


ſending home a part of her cargo ; nor 
was 


rc 
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was ſhe allowed, till the end of three 
months from the time of her departure, 
to return to her port with leſs than her 
full complement of fiſh. 

This oppreſſive reſtriction was re- 


moved by the Act of 1785, which per- 
mits the maſter of a herring- buſs to ſend 
home, in any other veſſel, the fiſh which 
he has taken. 

By the old regulations, the expence on 
the bonds which the fiſherman was 
obliged to give for the duty of the ſalt 
which he conſumed, together with that 
of the Cuſtom-Houſe fees, were, in Scot- 
land, ſuch as the profits of the fiſhery 
were unable to ſupport, - 

For the removal of this grievance, the 
Act of 1786 declares, that ſuch ſalt bonds 
as ſhall be given by the takers or curers 
B of 
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Yl: of fiſh, ſhall be exempted from the ſtamp 

N duty; and that no Officer of the Cuſtoms 

| ſhall accept a fee on any tranſaction 
which relates to the fiſheries. 


By the old regulations, the bounty on 
the tonnage of the veſſel had no refe- 


10 rence to the induſtry exerted by the 
fiſherman ; nor any relation to the ſuc- 
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ceſs of his voyage; the conſequence of 


which was, that the public money, to 


the extent of near 20,000]. per annum, 
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was ſo improvidently beſtowed, that an 


4 expence of 1501, has been incurred for 
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a ſingle barrel of herrings; and on an 
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average of eleven years, from 1770 to 


1782 excluſive, the amount of the money 
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given was little leſs than 751. per cent. 
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on the value of the herrings cured.---- 


For the remedy of this evil, the Act of 
the 
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the year 1786, which was improved in 
the following year, declares, that though 
one part of the bounty ſhall ſtill be paid 


on the tonnage of the veſſel, leaſt in a 
very. unſucceſsful year the fiſherman 


ſhould be ruined, yet that the other part 
of it ſhall be given on, and propor- 
tioned to the quantity of fiſh taken. 

Such were the principal, though not 
the only meaſures adopted for the re- 
moval of thoſe obſtacles to the ſucceſs 
of the fiſheries, which aroſe from miſ- 
takes in legiſlative proviſion. 

On the ſubject of the other clafs of 
impediments, thoſe which reſult from 
the ſcattered ſituation, and poverty of 
the people, the Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons expreſſed their ideas in the 
following Reſolution. | 

B 2 « As 
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As the buſineſs of the Fiſheries can 
ce be carried on to advantage only by the 
joint labour of many individuals, 
« aided by the ſkill of ſeveral diſtinct 
« claſſes of manufacturers; and as the 
6 eſtabliſhment of villages or towns in 
6 certain ſituations on the northern and 
« weſtern coaſts of Scotland, would fur- 
« niſh the means of that co-operation 
and aſliſtance, 

* Reſolved, 

„That, in order to encourage the 
forming, by ſubſcription, a fund for 
t the eſtabliſhment of ſuch villages and 
& towns, it is, in the opinion of this 
„Committee, highly expedient, that the 
&« ſubſcribers ſhould, by Act of Par- 
„ liament, be declared to be a Joint 


« Stock. Company. That power to ap- 
CC point 
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point Agents for the management of 
« their buſineſs ſhould be given them; 
« and that the niembers ſhould be ex- 
« preſsly exempted from a greater ex- 
tent of reſponſibility than that of the 
&« original ſum which each ſhall reſpec- 
ce tively ſubſcribe. That the fund ſhould 
* be declared to be applicable to no 
e other uſe, but that of renting or pur- 
e chaſing lands, and that of erecting by 
& contract, houſes and other neceſſary 
“ buildings. That the Company ſhould 
„be empowered to let or transfer in 
« perpetuity, ſuch parcels of their lands 
& as individuals, with a view of build- 
ing at their own expence, may be in- 
& clined to hire or purchaſe, That the 
* Company ſhould be reſtrained from 
t engagingas a corporation in any trade, 


« 25 
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ce as well as from iſſuing notes payable 


J | © to the bearer, or other ſpecies of cir- 
4 culating ſecurity ;---and that, in order 
to prevent exceſſive and pernicious 
fluctuations in the value of their 

4 ſtock, the Act ſhould declare, that dur- 
« ing the firſt five years of the Com- 


4 pany's eſtabliſhment, no member ſhall F 


« diſpoſe of his ſtock in any other man- 


« ner than that of gift or bequeſt.” | 
In purſuance of this Reſolution, an 
Act of Parliament was obtained, in the 


year 1786, for incorporating all ſuch 


Lag. 
— AI Wc... 


perſons as at that time were, or at any 


| | future time ſhould be deſirous of con- 


3 tributing to the objects deſcribed by the 


Committee; and the Act provides, that f 
the Directors and Auditors of the Society | 
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ſhall be annually choſen. For this pur- 
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poſe, a General Court, as uſual, was held 
on the 25th of March, 1788; when Mr. 
Beaufoy having addrefled them in a 
Speech, of which the following is the 
ſubſtance, its publication was requeſted 
by many of the Proprietors : for they 
thought, that as the objects of their in- 
ſtitution are of a nature entirely public, 
the narrative of their proceedings could 
not be too generally known. 


SUBSTANCE 


SPEECH, Ke. 


MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 


N this day, on which the power 
that you have beſtowed upon your 
Directors returns to you again, and the 
period of our truſt expires, you will na- 
turally expect, and you have an un- 


doubted right to receive, an account of 
the manner in which your affairs have 
been conducted. I cannot, therefore, 
but lament, that, of thoſe of my col- 

C leagues 
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leagues who employed the laſt ſummer 
in examining the weſtern coaſts of 
North Britain, and the ſhores of the 
adjacent Hebrides, the greateſt part are 
untortunately abſent ; for otherwiſe you 
would not only have heard, from perſons 
of more experience than myſelf, the par- 
ticulars of our paſt proceedings, and the 
ſtate of your preſent proſpects, but you 
would alſo have received the benefit of 
information collected, and of opinions 
formed, in a Tour more extenſive than 
mine. To this regret for the abſence of 
the reſt is ſuperadded, the concern I 
feel, that a noble Earl,* who is preſent in 
this aſſembly, who bore a diſtinguiſhed 
part in the labours of the paſt ſummer, 
and whoſe attention to the intereſts of 


the Society has been, at all times, emi- 


nent, ſhould have left to the limited in- 
formation of another, an undertaking 
that requires the ample extent of his own. 
But 


* The Earl of Breadalbane. 
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But ſince, under theſe circumſtances, 
I have the honour to addreſs you, I thall 
endeavour, in the firſt place, to give 
you a general account of the conduct of 
the Directors from their earlieſt ap- 
pointment, in the month of Auguſt, 
1786, to that of June in the following 
year, at which time the Committee of 
Inſpection. took its departure for Scot» 
land. | 
I ſhall, in the next place, lay before 
you ſuch obſeryations on the general 
ſtate of the country in the north-weſt 
of Great Britain, and on the peculiar cir- 


Þ cumſtances of its coalts, as my late Tour 


has ſuggeſted to myſelf: I am obliged 


to ſay myſelf, for an engagement of a. 


public nature having impoſed limits on 
my time, and by that means, to my great 
regret, compelled me to travel ſeparately 
from my colleagues, it is only of my 
awn obſervations that Iamable to ſpeak, 

C 2 " 
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In the laſt place, I ſhall ſtate to you 
the principal proceedings of the Direc- 
tors, from the return of their Commit- 

tee of Inſpection to the preſent day. 
When, my Lords and Gentlemen, you 
conſider the objects of the Society's in- 
- ſtitution 3 when you conſider, that the 
promotion of induſtry, the eſtabliſhment 
of extenſive fiſheries, and the creation 
of new and important nurſeries for ſea- 
men, conſtitute the buſineſs which you 
have undertaken ; when you alſo con- 
ſider, that theſe objects, vaſt in them- 
ſelves, are to be purſued in diſtricts un- 
regarded hitherto by the public, and 
almoſt unknown; and when you reflect, 
that the perſons to whom you entruſted 
the management of your affairs have 
acted under the conſtant impreſſion that 
the money, of which they had the diſ- 
poſal, was not excluſively theirs :---when 


you advert to all theſe things, I am per- 
ſuaded 


F 

ſuaded you will not be diſpoſed to con- 
demn the cautious and deliberate re- 
ſearches which employed the time of the 
Directors, during the firſt twelve months 
of the Society's inſtitution. 

Many were the letters which they 
ſent to the ſeveral counties in the north- 
welt of Scotland, to ſolicit a ſtatement of 
the ſpecific advantages of thoſe particu- 
lar ſituations that were ſaid to be calcu- 
lated for the advancement of the fiſh- 
eries. In theſe letters, the proprietors 
of eſtates on the coaſt and neighbouring 
iſles, were deſired to inform the Direc- 
tors of the terms on which they were 
willing to diſpoſe of ſuch of their lands 
as were thought to be ſuited to the ob- 
jects of the Society's eſtabliſhment. 
Diligent, however, as their enquiries, 
and perſevering as their reſearches were, 
they could not content themſelves with 
information,. obtained only by report, 
eſpe- 
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eſpecially as ſome contradictions appear- 
ed in the accounts which they received. 

They determined, therefore, to ex- 
amine for themſelves ; and accordingly 
ſeveral of us undertook (I need not add 
that it was at our own expence) to viſit 
and inſpect, in perſon, the weſtern 
coaſts of North Britain, and thoſe of the 

. Weſtern liles. 

I had formerly made the Tour of 
a conſiderable part of Scotland, and 
though a period of ſeveral years had 
elapſed, the circumſtances which I had 
then remarked, in the ſtate of its manu- 
factures, and the appearance of its 
towns, were {till freſh in my remem- 
brance. Exceſſive, therefore, was my 
aſtoniſhment, and not leſs my exulta- 
tion, when, on comparing that remem- 
brance with what was before my eyes, 
I contemplated the increaſe that had 


taken place in the wealth, proſperity, 
and 
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( 23 ) 
and happineſs of that part of the king- 
dom. 1 

The Capital exhibits, in its improve- 
ments, an order and beauty, a magnifi- 
cence of ſcenery and ſplendour of effect, 
which are not to be found in any that I 
have ſeen of the other principal cities of 
Europe. 

The manufactures, as far to the north- 
eaſt as Inverneſs, and to the weſt, as Paiſ- 
ley and Dumbarton, have advanced with 
a rapidity that ſurpaſſes all former expe- 
rience of the progreſs of human art. 

But on the other hand, I obſerved with 
concern and humiliation, that in the vaſt 
diſtricts on the north-weſt of the Iſland, 
from the remoteſt coaſt of Sutherland 


ſouthward, with few exceptions, to the 
Point of Ardnamurchan in the county of 
Argyll, the eye is every where diſtreſſed 
with a ſullen appearance of a neglected 
country, and of a people unaided and un- 

known; 
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known; of a people deſtitute of manu- 
factures, ignorant of the conveniences of 
ſocial life, remote from all its aids, and 
induſtrious only to the extent of mere 
ſubſiſtence; of a people whoſe time is 
permitted to run to waſte, and whoſe 
lives paſs gloomily on in indolence and 


0 „ 
. 3 
na” © 4 bd 
* 


— _ 
x OY — «x 
2 N * — ** 
— a. OI a 

— 


hardſhip, comfortleſs to themſelves, and f 

uſeleſs to their country. JF} 

Forlorn, however, as the general ſtate 4 f 

of this part of the kingdom is, and 
wretched as are the hovels in which its ©. 
peaſantry are lodged, I obſerved that an 4 5 
important revolution is rapidly taking Xa 

place in the management of its lands. . 8 

The proprietors of the ſoil have at Wy 

length diſcovered, that a climate of eter- N F [ 0 

| nal moiſture, and of frequent ſtorms, is a: 

| better ſuited to the raiſing of cattle than 1 a g 
| to the growth of corn. They have found te 


from the experience of Ireland, that the tl 
profits 


6. WY 73 
profits of the grazier are increaſed by 
Z thoſe very rains that deſtroy the hopes 
of the huſbandman; and therefore ma- 
f 1 ny of them have already abandoned their 
; 4 ancient ſyſtem of management, a ſyſtem 
4 which Nature herſelf oppoſed, and have 
. | converted their farms into ſheep-walks. 
If the intereſts of the kingdom at large 
F be conſidered, their conduct may per- 
4 haps be repreſented as extremely wiſe; 
for that ſyſtem of rural ceconomy may 
y be the beſt for the kingdom, which en- 
ables the earth to bring forth its largeſt 
4 4 produce. Will the lands afford a more 
2X abundant return? Will they furniſh a 
; | greater ſupply of food for the uſeof man, 
EZ when they are conſigned to the purpoſes 
; 4 of paſture, than when they are employed 
as arable ? If they will, the intereſts of 
2 f general population may require, the in- 
tereſts of great Britain may require, that 
the huſbandman ſhould give way to the 
II ſhepherd. 
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ſhepherd. But though the intereſts of 
Great Britain ſhould be promoted by the 
change, yet local diſtrefſes of the moſt 
afflictive ſort, diſtrefles which no good 


man will neglect, and no man of com- 


mon humanity will deſpiſe, muſt una- 
voidably enſue; for the converſion of 


farms into ſheep-walks deprives whole 
villages of bread. The lands which gave 


occupation to hundreds as tillers of the 


ſoil, will not, in ſome caſes, furniſh em- A 
ployment for more than a ſingle ſhep- M . 


herd. x 
Before the conteſt with America, the C 
fortunate ſtate of the Britiſh Colonies ® | 
there, the high value of labour, and the ; s 
facility of ſubſiſtence, invited to the new 1 f 
world, as to a ſure aſylum, the ſurplus 4 ; 
Population of Scotland. b 
To that reſource which they loſt by the I 1 
war, another ſucceeded in conſequence 4 | 
of the war itſelf ; for the recruiting ſer- 3 
jeant 
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jeant came to their relie f, and offered 
them the ſubſiſtence that is beſt ſuited 


do the enterpriſing ſpirit and martial cha- 
racter of the people. 


But what is their ſituation now? What 
is now their reſource ? Or on what ſhall 
they build a hope? In this their utter- 


| I moſt diſtreſs I rejoice that they have 
| 4 77 found a refuge---they have found it 


in your generoſity, in your benevolence, 


in your patriotiſm ! As one of the meſ- 


A © ſengers ſent from you, to ſave them from 
| 1 deſpair, I announced to them your anxi- 
F 8 ous concern for their intereſts: I aſſured 
I them that if, under your patronage, they 
8 | would engage in the fiſheries on their 
3 0 own coaſts, they would enjoy a ſubſiſt- 


ence not only more abundant and more 


X eaſy than that which they formerly poſ- 


ſeſſed, but one from which they cannot 
be diſmiſſed; and which is independent 
of eyery will but their own. 

D 2 | I then 
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I then felt, with ten-fold energy, the 
magnitude of your undertaking; an un- * 
dertaking at all times calculated for the 
attainment of great national objects; but 1 5 
the importance of which, at this parti- 
cular criſis, is peculiarly characterized, | 
for it bears the ſtamp of preſervation I 
and happineſs to thouſands. ; g 
From theſe general obſervations I ſhall I 
now, my Lords and Gentlemen, proceed A 
to deſcribe to you, ſo far as my own in- 
duſtry, unaided by the judgment of my 
colleagues, has given me the means, the 7 
local circumſtances of ſuch parts of the 
coaſt as I examined, with a view to a 
choice of ſituations for the intended ſet- 
tlements of the Society. | * 
Before the departure of their Commit- 
tee, the Directors, by a Reſolution which þ 
was entered in the records of their pro- 9 
ceedings, had deſcribed ſuch primary re- I 
quiſites, and fundamental advantages of | 
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ſituation, as, in their judgment, were eſ- 
ſential to the ſucceſs of any ſettlement 
which the Society might eſtabliſh. Theſe 
advantages were, a ſafe and commodi- 
ous harbour, a large extent of cultivated 
land, an abundance of fuel and of whole- 
ſome water, and a ſufficient ſupply, with- 
in a reaſonable diſtance, of the principal 
materials for building. Thus the Direc- 


tors preſcribed a rule and ſtandard of ex- 


cellence, that not only ſerved as an aid 
to their own conduct, but that alſo fur- 
niſhed, without offence, a concluſive re- 
ply to the importunity of ſuch recom- 
mendations as local partiality, rather 
than a juſt conſideration of the Society's 
important views, might dictate. 
Withthis Reſolution then as my guide, 


and with an able Surveyor, from the 


neighbourhood of Tain on the eaſtern 
coaſt, as my companion, I proceeded 
from Inverneſs, acroſs the mountains, 


to Loch-Broom. 


This 


LID 

1 This loch, which opens to the ſea, and 
x is equally remarkable for the regular re- 
7 ſort of the herrings, and for the vaſtneſs 
} of the ſhoals, is a beautiful ſheet of wa- 
| ter, in length about ſixteen miles, and 
in width, from one to fix. Of the moun- 
tains which riſe from its banks, one is 
covered, for ſeveral miles, with wood; 
others are clothed with a mixture of 
graſs and heath; while others, of a more 
ſtupendous elevation, are craggy and de- 

ſolate, the reſort of eagles. Through *? 
the narrow vales which ſeparate theſe : ; 
heights, four different rivers take their Y 
paſſage to the loch, and often exhibit in 
the courſe of the ſame day, the beauty 
of the placid ſtream, and the grandeur q 7 
of the reſiſtleſs torrent. 4 
I now proceeded to examine the ſeve- 
ral ſituations which different perſons had 
recommended as the moſt advantageous 
for a ſettlement on the borders of the 


lake, 


01 


lake. The firſt, which had ſeveral ad- 
vocates, was a flat of a conſiderable ex- 
tent, at the head of the water; but I 
found, on examination, that the place 
was deſtitute of a harbour, and that the 
tide ebbedout ſo faras to require, for any 
town that might be eſtabliſhed there, a 
"= pierof an enormous length. I found too, 
XZ that the diſtance from the ſea was ſuch 
as would greatly impede the departure 
of the veſſels; and that the land itſelf 
was interſected by the rivers which flow- 
ed from the hills. 

Without any regret, therefore, Iheard, 
that if this ſtation had ſuited the views 
of the Society, it could not have been 
obtained at preſent, nor perhaps at all ; 
as the principal proprietor is, at this 
time, abſent in India. 

I examined, in the next place, a ſitu- 
ation which lies on the eſtate of Dun- 
donald, on the ſouth-weſt ſide of theloch, 


and 
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and is diſtinguiſhed, with great proprie- 
ty, by the Gaelic name of Logie, or the 
little bay. 

The harbour, though ſmall, is per- 
fectly ſecure; but the cultivated land, 
which is very unpromiſing and bare, is 
divided by rocks, and does not, I think, 
amount to fifty acres in all. To this ob- 
jection was added another equally deci- 
ſive, that of there being, as far as I could 
obſerve or learn, no means of conveni- 
ent communication with the head of 
the loch, and conſequently none with the 
manufactures and numerous inhabitants 
of the eaſtern coaſt. 

From Logie I proceeded to Ullapool, 
which, at that time was the property of 
Lord Macleod, and of which, as being 
now your own, you will probably with 
to receive a particular and detailed ac- 
count. 

I ſhall therefore, with your permiſſion, 
read to you the deſcription which I have 


given 
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given of this place in the Journal of my 
Tour. | 

« Ullapul, which is ſituated on the 
& north-eaſt ſhore of Loch-Broom, at 
the diſtance of about eight miles from 
the head of the water, and of eight or 
« nine from the open ſea, conſtitutes a 
b peninſula, which forms a beautiful 
F „ plain, and ſtretches from the bottom 
of the hill far into the- lake. 

4 This plain, conſiſting of about « one 
ö hundred and fifty Engliſh acres of good 
1 ; or improveable ground, riſes from thir- 
4 3 te ty to forty feet above the level of the 
„water; and exhibits, on three of its 
\Y « ſides, a terrace of a mile and a half, 
B * which, from the grandeur of the ſur- 
3 * rounding ſcenes, is perhaps the fineſt 
3 “ iin Britain. 

1 From the foot of the terrace to the 
limit of the higheſt tide, the beach 
( ſpreads to the diſtance of from twenty 
(4 to forty yards; and affords, together 
E « with 
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« with an advantageous ſite for ware- 
« houſes, the convenience of a pebbly 
« ſurface for drying the nets of the fiſh- 
&« ermen. On this terrace, at the diſ- 
e tance of thirty or forty feet from the 
edge, the town ſhould be built, with 
the fronts of the houſes towards the 
« loch, and with their ſeveral gardens * 
and potatoe grounds behind. 1 
On the north-eaſt of the peninſula is a 4 | 
high hill of at leaſt 7,000 Englith acres, 1 Fi 
„ which not only ſecures the peninſula ; 
« from the eaſtern blaſts, and gives it a 
« weſterly expoſure, but contains inex- 
« hauſtible ſtores both of lime and peat. 4 ] 


4 
O On the north a ſalmon ſtream, on 9 


„ which a corn- mill is already built, 


diſcharges itſelf into the loch, at a 
“ ſmall diſtance from the terrace. 

„The harbour, Which 1s capable of 

« holding the largeſt fleet, and the depth 

of which is from twelve to twenty 

« fathoms, 


Wn 
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ic fathoms, lies upon the ſouth of the 
40 peninſula, and is ſo ſecure that no 
« veſſel within it has ever been known 
cc to drive from her anchorage. It is 
« eaſy of acceſs; and the tide, which 
e riſes from fourteen to twenty feet, fa- 
« cilitates during its ebb, eſpecially in 
« calms and contrary winds, the depar- 
ture of the veſſels.” ; 
Such 1s the account that the Journal 
of my Tour enables me to give of the 
land which your Directors have agreed 


to purchaſe at Loch Broom. Among 


the numerous advantages of this ſitu- 
ation, that of an intercourſe with an im- 
proved and populous country is not the 
leaſt ; fora horſe road, which cannot be 
called bad, and which is nearly com- 
pleted, forms, by the way of Caſtle-Gore, 
Carran-W ater, and 'Tain, a communica- 
tion between Ullapul and the eaſtern 
coaſt ; and another horſe road (which I 
E 2 tra- 
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travelled without difficulty) extends from 
Ullapul to the head of Loch Broom, 
from which, after paſſing, for twenty- 
five miles, a tract that is, I confeſs, the 
molt deſolate, diſmal, dreary, comfort- 
leſs region in all the Highlands, it ar- 
rives at the village of Strathgarve, and 
taking its courſe by the beautiful Water 
of Conan, reaches the eaſtern coaſt at 
Dingwall and Inverneſs. 

Of much more importance than even 
this communication, 1s the certainty of 
a ſale on the ſpot for the herrings which 
are taken at Loch Broom ; for the beſt 
encouragement to induſtry is the aſſu- 
rance of a market for its produce. With 
this advantage the fiſhermen at Ulla- 
pul will be eminently furniſhed ; for, 
in the 

Firſt place, upon Ifle Martin, in Loch 
Broom, aCompany from Liverpool have 
erected extenſive works for the cure of 

her- 


6 


herrings, and are very deſirous of pur- 
chaſing from the fiſhermen the produce 
of their labour. | 

In the ſecond place, upon the Iſle of 
Ternera, a few miles beyond the open- 


l ing of Loch Broom, houſes for the cure 


of large quantities of herrings have been 


erected by a Company of Scotch Gen- 
tlemen, who alſo wiſh to be purchaſers 
to a large amount. And, 


Laſtly, at Loch Inver, which is a lake 


1 1 o the north of Loch Broom, a ſimilar 


Seſtabliſhment is formed by a Company 
in the Iſle of Man, and furniſhes, in the 
dame manner, a third extenſive market 


1 for the herrings which are taken on the 
coaſt. 


Thus the fiſhermen have a ſure and 


I immediate ſale for the produce of their 


N without the expence and em- 
barraſſment of purchaſing barrels, or of 
Providin g ſalt on a bond to Government 
for 


11 

ſi (0 

h for the duty, or any of the other incon- 
„ 


veniences, which in that country, to 
poor and illiterate men, are attendant on 
the cure of herrings. 

To theſe favourable circumſtances of 
2 communication with the manufac- 
tures and huſbandry of the eaſtern coaſt, 
and of a certain market on the {ſpot for 
the fruits of the fiſherman's toil, muſt 
alſo be added the no leſs important ad- 
vantage of aſure and profitable employ- 


N »+ 
— + D 
—— — — — oy 


——_— * 


— - as 
= — 
— — 


- * 1 — © 
TO EPI — o— - 
— — 
— — p = 
4 * 


1 


— 


ment for his veſſels in ſpring and au- 
tumn, the intervals of the herring fiſh- 8 
ery ; an advantage which, in England 
the veſſels of Yarmouth, and in Scotland : f ; 
thoſe of Campbeltown, Rothſay, and 6 
© Greenock, derive from the coaſting trade 8 
in which they are engaged. 9 
Now it happens, fortunately for the 'M 
eſtabliſhments propoſed, that the cod 8 
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Tirce to Cape Wrath, will give their 
veilels 


(4 ) 


veſſels conſtant occupation, and pro- 
bably a higher profit than the coaſting 
trade of Scotland can afford. 

For-the proſecution of this important 
fiſhery, the Iſland of Riſtoll, which is 
ſituated near the mouth of Loch Broom, 
in the very line of the cod banks, and is 
furniſhed with a natural harbour, offers 
its valuable aid; an advantage that in- 
duced the Directors to include it in their 
late treaty for the purchaſe of Ullapul. 

Such are the various conſiderations 


that recommend the peninſula of Ulla- 
X pul, for the ſite of one of the Society's 


principal ſettlements : but I ſhould not 
do juſtice to the choice, if I did not alſo 
remark the advantage of finding a cuſ- 
tom-houſe already on the ſpot ; for, & 
long as the reſtraints, which the laws 
that guard the revenue impoſe on the 


uſe of the ſalt which is deſtined for the 
fiſheries, continue as they are, (and 


while 
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while a part of the public income is 
drawn from this article, they cannot 
with ſafety to that income be relaxed) 
the neighbourhood of a cuſtom-houſe 
is one of the indiſpenſible requiſites of 
a fiſhery eſtabliſhment. 

Having finiſhed, in the courſe of a 
three days reſidence, my obſervations on 
Loch Broom, I embarked in a ſmall 
fiſhing veſſel of eighteen tons, that I 
engaged for the whole of my voyage, 
and proceeded northwards to Loch In- 
ver, Which is ſituated on the coaſt of 
Aſſynt, at the diſtance of thirty-ſix 
miles to the ſouthward of Cape Wrath, 
the north-weſt limit of Great Britain. 


The length of this loch does not, I think, * 


exceed two miles; and its breadth, to 
the beſt of my recollection, is not more 
than from 600 to 800 yards. The ſhores 
are extremely bold, the water deep, and 
the navigation ſafe. Its harbour is ſi- 

9 8 5 tuated 
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tuated at the head of the loch, and in 
point of dimenſion and ſecurity, has 
3 every excellence that can be wiſhed ; 
: but during a ſouth-weſt wind, which 1s 
the one that moſt prevails upon the 
Wcoaſt, no veſſel, generally ſpeaking, is 
Fable to work out of its narrow channel. 
The land which borders on the lake 
4 4 onſiſts, for the moſt part, of bare and 
4 ſullen rock, except a flat of perhaps ten 
l Jacres at the upper end, which is occu- 
1 g pied by the Agent of a Herring Com- 
1 any in the Iſle of Man, and two other 
4 joining flats of ſtill narrower limits, 
Frhich are held by a different tenant. 
I On the firſt of the three flats, a houſe 
| Y or the cure of herrings was erected a 
3 few years ſince ; but either from a want 
Df management, or from a ſcantineſs of 
—Watural advantages, the ſcheme has not 
3 deen attended with any great ſucceſs, 

4 F At 


(.44 
At the head of the loch are two fine 
ſtreams; the Cullack, and the Water of 


Aſſynt, the laſt of which abounds with 
Falmon of the fineſt quality. 


The obſtacles to the formation of an 
eſtabliſhment at Loch Inver are---The 
uncertain arrival of the herrings, which 

do not reſort to it with the ſame general 
regularity, or in the ſame abundance as 
to Loch Broom ; the want of an eaſy 
communication with the inland coun- 
try; the difficulty of working out of * 
the loch, - againſt the prevailing wind; 
and the want of a ſufficient quantity of 
level ground for the ſettlement and 


— ai * LS 


maintenance of an extenſive village. = 
From Loch Inver I proceeded ſouth- ; 
ward to the Ifland of Ternera, where 4 | 
the natural advantage of an excellent 1 ä 
harbour, and the neighbourhood of 
Loch Broom, have induced a private 3 
Company to form a fiſhing eſtabliſh- ; 
5 ment. 3 
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ment. From Ternera I failed for the 
lake that is diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Little Loch Broom, and which lies a 
few miles to the ſouth of the greater 
lake of the ſame appellation : but my 
intention of examining this loch was 
changed, in conſequence of the uniform 
reports which I received from the peo- 
ple of the neighbourhood, that it fur- 
niſhes no ſafe and convenient harbour, 
nor any anchorage that can be called ſe- 
cure. I was told, and the little I ſaw of 
the loch confirms the obſervation, that 
in conſequence of the rapid riſe of the 
mountains from the water's edge, the 
loch is expoſed to guſts of wind that are 


aa ts 


* 1 on = »2 - + * , 
> TREE =, —— 4 4 WM 
RE 4 . 4 
oy 
1 ; 7 0 * 
8 rs . 9 
8 * my "5 4 : | p A N k K 


as dangerous as ſudden. 


The account which was given me, 
that the rockineſs of the ground is ſuch 
as to cut the cables, and expoſe the veſ- 
ſels to the riſk of driving to the ſhore, 
is ſtrongly confirmed by Mackenzie's 
F 2 chart 
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chart of the lake; for in that chart no 
anchorage is marked. 

I therefore purſued my courſe, and 
the next day anchored in Loch Yew, of 
which J find in my Journal the follow- 
ing account: The dimenſions of this 
« loch, as laid down by Mackenzie, are 
„not more than ſix miles long, and 
& from one to three miles wide: but, if 
« any judgement can be formed from 
«© the eye, or from the general opinion 
f the people who live upon its ſhores, 
« its real extent is conſiderably greater. 
Among its fngularities may be mention- 
« ed the vaſt body of water with which 
the River Marri flows down the loch: 
“for it is ſuch as withſtands the cur- 
c rent of the tide, and renders the lake 
« ſo freſh, that a complete cargo of her- 
“rings, it is ſaid, has not been taken 
« there for many years. Among its ad- 
& vantages may be reckoned, the uncom- 
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«© mon excellence of its harbours, of 
« which there are no leſs than three :--- 
&« One that is formed on theeaſtern ſhore 
« by the Ifland of Yew, and the lands 
&« of Tenafilan ; a ſecond, which is form- 
“ ed by a ſmall bay that lies on the ſame 
« fide, but farther up the loch; and a 
third at the upper end. Another fa- 
&« yourable circumſtance is, that a road 
& from the head of the loch, by the fide 
& of Loch Marri (the moiſt beautiful 
& and romantic of all the Britith lakes) 


S „leads through a ſettled country, to 
PDingwall on the eaſtern coaſt ; thediſ- 


« tance of which is about forty miles. 


„And to this advantage may be added, 
A 1 that of its being the place of depar- 
4 5 ture for the packet, which forms the 
6 only regular communication between 
AM „the Ifland of Lewis and the main. 
Loch Yew has alſo other recommen- 


& dations ; for the ſtone which is fur- 
&« nithed 
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“ niſhed by its banks is excellent. Of | 
« lime and of peat, too, the ſupply is very 
&« ample. The cod, which are taken in 
great abundance on that part of the 
cc bank which lies off the opening of the 
« loch, are called the fineſt on the coaſt. 
« The ſalmon too, which are offered by 
* the Marais, are valuable both as to 
quantity and kind.” 

To this account from my Journal I 
might add, that the lands of Tenafilan, 
on the eaſtern ſhore of the lake, have * 
all the advantages of ſoil, and extent of 
domain, that can be deſired for the ſet- 
tlements of the Society; but as theſe 
lands are underſtood to be ſo circum- 
ſtanced at preſent, as to render the po- 
licy of buying them extremely proble- 
matical, I will not trouble you with a 
detail of their various advantages, or of 
the objections that would ariſe from the 
{ſcarcity of herrings, and the difficulty 4 

| | of 8 
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of opening a convenient road from Te- 
nafilan to the upper end of the water, 
whence only a communication can be 
had with the eaſtern coaſt. 

I might alſo obſerve, that the lands at 
the head of the loch have many of the 
requiſites for the ſite of an extenſive vil- 
lage; but as no propoſal from the pro- 
prietor has yet been made to the Society, 
the diſcuſſion of the circumſtances which 
recommend thoſe lands, or of the ob- 
jctionsariſing fromthediſtanceto which 
the tide ebbs out, as well as from the 
remoteneſs of the ſea, would be an im- 
proper intruſion on your time; eſpeci- 
ally as Loch Yew itſelf, conſidered as a 
fiſhing ſtation, is recommended by no 
important advantage (except, perhaps, 
the nearer neighbourhood of the cod 
banks) that is not found at Loch Broom 
in an equal, or a ſtill more eminent de- 
gree; while the latter is diſtinguiſhed 
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by a much greater and more conſtant 
reſort of herrings, and by the neigh» 
bourhood of three different markets. 
The place to which, from its ſituation, 
my next enquiries were naturally drawn, 
is Gerloch, which lies on the ſame coaſt 
with, but a little to the ſouth of the 
laſt mentioned lake. | | 
Of the harbours in this loch, eſpecially 
of that which is ſituated at the upper 
end, and which is deſcribed as not only 
ſheltered from every wind, but perfectly 
ſufficient to contain a numerous fleet, 
the moſt favourable account was given 
me. Iwas alſo informed, that although 
the herrings ſeldom reſort in any abun- 
dance to this lake, yet that no ſituation 
is better adapted to the fiſhery for cod. 
Deſirous however as, from this report, I 
naturally was to examine the loch, I felt 
myſelf reſtrained by the conſideration, 
that the proprietor, in his reply to the 
| letter 
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tetter which had been ſent to him from 
the Society, had not expreſſed the ſmal- 
teft diſpoſition to part with any of his 
land; and that he might perhaps be ap- 
prehenſive of their interference with a 
cod fiſhery which he himſelf has efta- 
blifhed. $ 
| Unwilling, therefore, to hazard what 
W 7 thought might be deemed an intruſion, 
1 pafſed the opening of Gerloch, and 
proceeding a few leagues further to the 
ſouth, I arrived at the entrance of Loch 
Torridon. ; 
This loch is compoſed of three dif- 
ferent lakes, which communicate with 
1 each other. 
; 2 The outermoſt is open to the fea on 
the north-weſt, and ſtretching inland in 
$ a ſouth-eaft direction, prefents to the 
1 view a capacious bay, the ſhores of 
WE which are bold and deſolate, and ſuit the 
approach to thoſe ftupendons moun- 
= G tains, 
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channel, unperceived at a diſtance, leads 
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tains, uncouth and ſavage in their forms, 
that riſe with a ſort of terrible mag- 
nificence in the country beyond the 
loch. | 
At the bottom of the bay a narrow 


to a ſecond lake, where the water, ex- 
panding again, aſſumes a circular form; 
and where the trees on the ſouthern 
bank, and the various ſcattered iſlands, 
give ſoftneſs and beauty to the ſcene. 
From this ſmall baſon a ſhort and nar- 
row channel affords a paſſage to the in- 
moſt lake, which lies within the inclo- 
ſure of thoſe enormous mountains that 
were ſeen from the outer bay. 
My Journal contains the following ob- 
ſervations : © The lake is furniſhed 
« with four ſmall rivers : the Torridon 
at its upper end J the Balgui near the 
& middle of its ſouthern fide; and two 
6 lefler ſtreams on the northern ſhore. 
In 


6 


ce In all the three lakes good anchorage 
« js found: the inmoſt is provided with 
two harbours that are perfectly ſecure 
c for ſhips of every burthen; and the 
« whole navigation, though tedious, is 
„ not expoſed to hazard. At the en- 
trance of the outer bay are ſituated the 
banks of the Iſle of Rona, which are 
called, though perhaps on very inſuf- 
&« ficient trial, the beſt for cod and ling 
« of any in thoſe ſeas. 

«© The herrings ſometimes reſort to 
this loch in immenſe ſhoals ; and 
through all the year are ſaid to be 
found in ſufficient abundance to afford 
« the means of a conſtant fiſhery. A 
« quarry of ſtone (which is ſo excellent 
as to have induced the people of Stor- 
* noway in the Iſle of Lewis, when they 
built their town, to employ it in pre- 
« ference to every other) is furniſhed by 
the northern ſhore of the inmoſt lake. 

(G3 2 Lime- 
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&« LLime-ſtone is alſo found in equal abun- 
& dance, and in a ſituation that is equal- 
&« ly convenient. 
« The neighbourhood of the lake con- 


© tains many hundred inhabitants. 


&« A road from Torridon to that which 
« runs from Loch Yew to Dingwall on 


c the eaſtern coaſt, is now making, and 


&« will be completed in the ſummer of 
„ the preſent year, by which means an 
& eaſy communication with a ſettled and 
« populous country will be opened. 
The diſtance of Dingwall from Torri- 
& don is forty-five miles. 

On the ſouthern ſhore, at the diſ- 
& tance of about a mile and a half from 
« the head of the loch, the proprietor, 


« Mr. Mackenzie, has erected a large 


“ building, which contains, under one 
“roof, a curing houſe for drying at one 
time 3,000 cod and ling, together with 
* apartments for the reception of the 
« fiſh 
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« fiſh when cured ; a ſecond building 
« for the ſtowage of ſalt; and a third 
« for that of the nets, and other neceſ- 
& ſary ſtores. | 

The dimenſions of the large build- 
6 ing are eighty feet by twenty. It 18 
& conſtructed of fir on a ſtone founda- 
6c tion, and was framed in London. 
„The whole expence of the three build- 
« ings was 556l. The inconveniences 
« of a wooden edifice in that ſtormy 
“climate are ſtrongly felt, yet there is 
&« reaſon to believe, that its duration will 
«© be more than ſufficient: to repay its 
“ coſt. 
From that end of the large building 
« which is next the harbour, a ſtage 
“projects and overhangs the lake; ſo 
* that by means of a pulley, the fiſh are 
* eaſily hoiſted upon it from the boat. 

„By the uſe of theſe buildings, Mr. 
Mackenzie is enabled to cure his fiſh 
“ with- 
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« without that damage to its quality, 
& and that waſte of ſalt, which attend 
c the proceſs when conducted in the 
& open air. 

« A decked veſſel, together with ſix 
* boats, each of them containing four 
men and a boy, are employed by Mr. 
Mackenzie in the fiſhery for cod. 

© The fiſh are taken for the moſt part 
C with long lines, and receive their firſt 
c falt in the hold of the cutter, which 
« afterwards conveys them to Torridon 
for the completion of their cure. 

«© The quantity caught by the ſix boats 
& in the months of February, March, and 
« April, 1787, is ſaid to he ten thouſand, 
ce and their weight about five and twenty 
« tons.” 

Leaving Loch Torridon, I proceeded 
between the coaſtsof Roſs- ſhire and thoſe 
of the Iſlands of Rona, Raſay, and Sky, 


to the narrow ſtrait which ſeparates the 
laſt 


(36 


laſt of theſe from the main, where, in 
conſequence of ſeveral concurrent teſti- 
monials of the advantageous ſituation of 
the place, I landed at Bernera in Glenelg. 

Such advantages as ariſe from an eaſy 
communication with an inland country 
that is not numerouſly peopled, as well 
as from the moreimportant circumſtance 
of the neighbourhood of Loch Urn on 
the ſouth, and of Loch Duich on the 
north, to both of which the herrings not 
unfrequently reſort, together with ſuch 
other benefits as reſult from the frequent 
paſſing of veſſels in the neighbourhood 
of a place which has no harbour to in- 


vite their ſtay, the village of Bernera un- 


doubtedly affords. 

But from ſuch a ſituation no argu- 
ment in favour of an extenſive eſtabliſh- 
ment can eaſily ariſe, except there be 
reaſon to believe, that Art may afford, at 
a moderate expence, what Nature has 

with- 
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withheld, the effential requiſite of a ſafe 
and commodious haven, Now, of this 
probability no evidence beyond the looſ- 
eſt conjecture was given me, either by 
the people of the place, or by the diffe- 
rent mariners with whom I have con- 
verſed upon the ſubject. 

Leaving the village of Bernera, I em- 
barked again, and having viſited feveral 
of the ſmaller Hebrides, with obſerva- 
tions on which I am unwilling to trouble 
you, I arrived in the harbour of Tober- 
mory. 

To thoſe who have traverſed the ſtor- 
my ſeas which extend from the Iſland 
of Sky, ſouthward, to the Mull of Can- 
tire, and who have remarked the break- 
ers which ſurround the iflands, and 
numberleſs rocks of this dangerous na- 
vigation, nothing can be more delight- 
ful than the ſhelter and perfect repoſe 
which the harbour of Tobermory at- 


fords. 
The 


{4 W793 

The effects of this ſudden tranſition 
can ſcarcely be deſcribed : for it is not 
poſſible to ſhow how perfect an idea of 
ſafety and refreſhment is at once con- 
veyed by the creſcent form of the hill 
which riſes from the beach; by the 
beauty of the hanging wood, and by the 
ſight of the rivulet which iſſues from 
among the trees. Acceſſible with every 
wind to ſhips of all burthens, and ſitu- 
ated directly in the tract of veſſels which 
ſail from the ſouth on the fiſheries, or 
the Baltic trade, the harbour is con- 
ſidered by all ſeamen as poſſeſſed of na- 
tural advantages of ineſtimable value ; 
but I found that, in their preſent ſtate, 
the uſe of theſe advantages is limited to 
narrow bounds. For, deſtitute as the 
harbour is of buildings, of ſtores, and of 
every artificial means of naval accom- 
modation, the mariner can neither refit 
his veſſel, nor unload his cargo; and 

H the 
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the fiſherman who finds there a ſhelter 
from the ſtorm that would have wrecked 
his boat, is afterwards obliged to pro- 
ceed, by a voyage of many days, and 
ſometimes of ſeveral weeks, along the 
tempeſtuous coaſt of Cantire, to ſeek in 
the Town of Greenock a market for the 
purchaſe of the ſtores which he wants, 
or for the ſale of the fiſh which he has 
taken. 
But though, in its preſent ſituation, 
freſh water and protection from the 
winds are all that Tobermory is able to 
ſupply, yet I was ſoon convinced, that 
there 1s not in Scotland a place that poſ- 
ſeſſes, in a more eminent degree, the 
fundamental requiſites of a principal eſ- 
tabliſhment. | 

For ſtone of the moſt promiſing ap- 
pearance; a vein of coal contiguous to 
the ſpot, or if this ſhould prove falla- 
cious, a peat moſs of eaſy acceſs and con- 

venient 
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venient ſituation; a large extent of wood; 
an unlimited proviſion of natural ma- 
nure in exhauſtleſs beds of ſhell marle ; 
the neighbourhood of a populous coun- 
try; the advantage of obtaining at all 
times a ſupply of corn from the Iſland 
of Tiree, the granary of the ſouthern 
Hebrides ; a communication in all re- 
{pects more eaſy with the lochs to which 
the herrings uſually reſort, than from 
Campbeltown and the Ifle of Bute ; 
and the certain inexhauſtible reſource 
of the cod banks on the weſtern coaſts 
of Mull, and of thoſe of Barra, Tiree, 
and Coll, diſtinguiſh this fortunate ſta- 
tion. To theſe advantages mult be ad- 
ded the many others that will ariſe from 
an intercourſe with the numberleſs veſ- 
ſels which navigate the Sound of Mull, 
and from the vaſt reſort of fiſhermen, 
who will ſeek there the nets and lines, 
the ſalt and barrels, and other ſtores that 
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are requiſite for, their trade, and who 
will bring in return, as to a place of vaſt 
depoſit, and therefore of certain fale, 
moſt of the fiſh they take, together with 
the kelp, hides, and wool, that form, at 
preſent, the ſtaples of the iflands. _ 
When I had thus remarked the ad- 
mirable ſituation and eminent advan- 
tages which diſtinguiſh the harbour and 
lands of Tobermory, I felt a peculiar ſa- 
tis faction in the account which Ireceived, 
that my colleagues (who had viſited this 
place a few weeks before me, at the very 
commencement of their Tour) had al- 
ready purchaſed there to the extent of 
2,500 acres, the ground that is requiſite 
for a ſettlement. The acquiſition, I 
found, was made in conſequence of two 
very different treaties : the one with his 
Grace the Duke of Argyll ; the other 
with Mr. Campbell of Knock, the only 
proprietors of the lands adjoining to the 


harbour. 
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harbour. In the treaty with his Grace, 
the Directors negociated as with a perſon 
who was much more anxious to pro- 
mote the Society's intereſts, and to ſecure 
the accompliſhment of its views, than 
ſolicitous to obtain the value of his 
lands ; and accordingly, an agreement 
was made with him, for a transfer of 
the ground in perpetuity, at the eaſy 
rent which the tenants at preſent pay, 
and which amounts to thirty guineas 
per annum, 

By this agreement, the Duke has made, 
to the Society, a preſent of the whole 
amount of that increaſe of value which 
the progreſs of improvement in lands, 
that are but juſt emerging from the 
rudeſt ſtate of nature, neceſſarily brings; 
for a diſtinction muſt be made between 
lands on which the ſcience of agricul- 
ture has exhauſted its utmoſt efforts, and 
thoſe to which the firſt principles of the 
rural 
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ru 1 art have ſcarcely been applied.--- 


Of the former, the improveable value 
may be nothing; of the latter, it may 
conſtitute, as in the preſent inſtance, the 
principal part of the worth. The Duke 
has alſo given us whatever difference, to 
his. diſadvantage, may ariſe in the com- 
parative value of money, and therefore, 
in the comparative value of a ſpecific 
perpetual quit- rent. Such was the treaty 
with the Duke of Argyll. 

That with Mr. Campbell was con- 
cluded on very different terms; for, tho? 
from the quality of the land, and its ſi- 
tuation with reſpect to the haven, the 
transfer of a part of his eſtate to the So- 
ciety was requiſite to the ſucceſs of the 
eſtabliſhment, yet, having a numerous 
family, he naturally acted as a man wha 
thought that they had the firſt claim to 
the conſideration of a father. With him, 
therefore, the Directors were obliged to 

nego-· 
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negociate on the ſtrict principle of a pur- 
chaſe; but on that principle they have 
made ſo wiſe and judicious a bargain, 
that if the Society ſhould diſlike the 
terms, I ſhall be happy to relieve them, 
by accepting the lands on preciſely the 
ſame conditions. Thoſe conditions are, 
the payment of the preſent rent of 571. 
a year, as a quit-rent, or perpetual feu- 
duty, and the payment of the ſum of 
cool. as a conſideration for the improve» 
able value. 

Thus it appears, and in juſtice to the 
Duke of Argyll (of whoſe generous con- 
duct to the Society, and unremitting at- 
tention to its intereſts, I ſhould be hap- 
pier to ſpeak in his abſence) I particu- 
larly with to ſtate, that the Duke has 
given to the Society the improveable va- 
lue of his lands---Mr. Campbell has /o/4 
the improveable value of his. From the 


Duke we have accepted, from Mr. Camp- 
| bell 
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bell we have bought. That in this in- 
ſtance we have bought the improveable 
value of the lands, is undoubtedly a de- 
parture from our general plan; but ſuch 
a departure as, in my opinion, the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe have completely 
juſtified; for though, as being abſent, 
I was not a party to the bargain, I have 
no {cruple to declare that it has my en- 
tire concurrence, and fulleſt approba- 
tion. 

Thus I have deſcribed to you more at 
large than I wiſhed, though perhaps too 
briefly for the ſabj ect, ſuch obſervations 
as my late Tour has ſuggeſted on thoſe 
diſtricts of the kingdom, on which Na- 
ture has beſtowed more valuable bleſ- 
ſings (bleſſings to a maritime power 
more valuable) than excellence of climate 
and richneſs of ſoil. 

The next object of conſideration is the 
conduct of the Directors ſince the re- 


turn of their Committee. 
Their 


6 

Their firſt ſtep, when they aſſembled, 
was the opening of a negociation for the 
purchaſe of the lands at Ullapul, which 
| ſeemed, from all teſtimonies, to be, on 
the whole, the beſt adapted of any on 
the north-weſtern coaſt to the purpoſe 
of the Society's eſtabliſhments. 

In conſequence of that negociation, a 
Joint ſurvey by the Steward of Lord 
Macleod on the part of his Lordſhip, to 
whom the land belonged, and a profeſſed 
Surveyor on the part of the Society, was 
made of the farm of Ullapul, conſiſting 
of 1,300 Engliſh acres, and of the neigh- 
bouring Iſland of Riſtol, conſiſting of 
about 300; and as it appeared from their 
report, that the preſent value of the 
lands is 46l. per annum, the Directors 
agreed to take them in perpetuity at that 
annual ſum, as an eſtabliſhed quit-rent. 

In this bargain his Lordſhip, it is evi- 
dent, -has not given to the Society the 

I « dif- 
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difference between the actual rent, which 
is extremely low, and that to which, in 
the preſent ſtate of theland, it may eafily 
be raifed ; for it is not the former, but 
the latter ſum, which conſtitutes the 
perpetual quit- rent to be paid by the So- 
ciety : but he has given to them what- 
ever of additional value the progreſs of 
improvement and population, in acoun- 
try whoſe real worth has been hitherto 
unknown, may bring. 

The attention of the Directors was na- 
turally turned, in the next place, to the 
meaſures that are requiſite for the ſet- 
tlement of the lands for which they had 
agreed, and therefore, to the immediate 
erection of ſuch buildings as were obvi- 
ouſly ſuited to the firſt wants to be ſup- 
plied. In this light, a pier, or breaſt- 
work, for the landing of goods, and a 
ware-houfe that may ſerve the pur- 
pole of a magazine for ſalt and nets, and 


other 


(oy 


other neceflary ſtores, and that of a 
place of convenient ſtowage for the fiſh 
when cured, are, in their opinion, un- 
doubtedly to be conſidered, 

The advertiſement of the Directors 
for the erection of theſe buildings clear- 
ly intimates, but I am glad to have this 
opportunity of explicitly declaring, that 
the ſalt and other ſtores, to the depoſit of 
which a part of the ware-houſe will be 
allotted, are not to be purchaſed by the 
Society (for the law which gives them 
their corporate exiſtence, wiſely reſtrains 
them from all trading ſpeculations) but 
are to be furniſhed by ſuch perſons as 
will engage completely to ſupply, on 
reaſonable terms, (which, if neceflary, 
may be defined) ſuch of the fiſhermen 
as may chuſe to be their cuſtomers. I 
have heard, that if two ſuch ware-houſes 
had exiſted at the commencement of the 


laſt ſeaſon, the fiſheries, even in their 
I 2 preſent 
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preſent ſtate, would have produced in 
that ſeaſon, 100,000l. more than the ſum 
which they actually afforded. 

I have ſometimes thought, that the 
beneficial effects of ſuch parts of the 
building as may be allotted to the ſtow- 
age of fiſh, would receive an important 
addition, if the keeper of the warehouſe 
ſhould be directed to affix to every de- 
poſit, the name of the owner of the 
goods ; and then to deliver to him a 
ticket expreſſive of the ſort and quan- 
tity of the merchandize ; for as this 
ticket, on being properly indorſed, might 
be transferred from one perſon to ano- 
ther, and entitle the bearer to the deli- 
very of the goods, the purpoſes of mo- 
ney would, in ſome degree, be anſwered, 
and the embarraſſments and endleſs dif- 
ficulties that are felt, at preſent, through 
all the coaſt, from the want of a circu- 
lating medium, would be as effectually 

removed 
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removed as in Virginia they once were, 
by a fimilar expedient. 

A third important object which has 
lately engaged the attention of the Di- 
rectors is, the appointment of a Juſti- 
ciary Bailie as an officer of police at Ul- 
lapul. 


At preſent, complaints are conſtantly 


heard, that the object of exertion with 
the crew of every veſſel, and of every 
boat, is not ſo much the taking of the 
greateſt quantity of fiſh, as the preyent- 
ing, as much as poſſible, their fellow- 
adventurers from taking any ; that up- 
on this principle, a mutual deſtruction 
of each other's nets is made; and that 
the fiſh, by the diſturbance which en- 
ſues, are often driven from the loch, 

before a third of the ſeaſon is expired. 
At the commencement of this laſt ſea- 
ſon the outrages committed were ſuch, 
that ſeveral veſſels, after an expenſive 
outfit, 
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outfit, were obliged to return home in 
ballaſt ; not becauſe there were no her- 
rings on the coaſts, for the ſhoals were 
never more abundant, but becauſe, in 
one of the firſt nights of the fiſhery, 
their nets were totally deſtroyed. 

To repreſs this lawleſs violence, in 
which the public inſult is as great as the 
private wrong, the Directors conceive that 
the appointment of a magiſtrate at Ul- 
lapul ſhould accompany the firſt mea- 
ſures that are taken for the eſtabliſh» 
ment of the town. | 

Such are the principal objects which 
have lately employed the attention, and 
occupied the time of the Directors, 
What are the next ſteps for promoting 
the ſucceſs of your eſtabliſhment, it 
would be premature, and every way im- 
proper in me to ſuggeſt; except perhaps 
that I may venture to mention, as obvi- 
ouſly requiſite, the forming allotments 


of 


E 


of certain parts of your lands, with 4 


view of transferring thoſe allotments 
to ſuch perſons as ſhall chuſe to build 
houſes upon them, at theirown expence, 
and on ſuch a plan as the Society ſhall 
preſcribe. 

Already, advantageous propoſals of 
this ſort have been made to the Direc- 
tors; but care muſt be taken that the 
quantity of land aſfigned to each houſe 
be not ſo great as to induce the inhabi- 
tants to become bad farmers, rather than 
good fiſhermen. 

Among the earlieſt ſettlers at Ullapul 
will probably be ſome of the experi- 
enced and induſtrious fiſhermen from 
the eaſtern coaſt ; for many of thoſe en- 
terprifing men annually refort, in the 
herring ſeaſon, to Loch Broom ; though 
in order to arrive there, they are obliged 
to encounter, in their open boats, the 
dangerous currents of the Pentland 

Firth, 
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Firth, and the boiſterous ſeas that break 
upon Cape Wrath, and the dreary Coaſt 
of Aſſynt. 

That conſtancy of profitable occupa- 
tion which is their object, and in the 
purſuit of which the lives of numbers 
of their people are annually loſt, will be 
obtained without hazard, by the fucceſ- 
five fiſheries for herrings and for cod, 
which the ſettlement at Ullapul will ob- 
viouſly afford. In the families of thoſe 
men, that ſettlement will at once poſſeſs, 
in the higheſt perfection, the art of ma- 
nufacturing nets, a moſt important ac- 
quiſition to a diſtrict, in which the ma- 
nufacture is entirely unknown ; while 
the men themſelves will furniſn an ex- 
ample, in the fiſheries, of conſummate 
{kill and undaunted reſolution. 

Of the firſt ſettlers at Tobermory, the 
largeſt part will probably be thoſe who 
are invited by the neighbourhood of 

the 


AW 
the cod banks, and the peculiar advan- 
tage which the warehouſe will obviouſly 
afford. The ſucceſs of theſe early ad- 
venturers 1s of the utmoſt moment ; and 
if any of the gentlemen of the Ifle of 
Mull ſhould be willing to aſſiſt their ex- 
ertions, by furniſhing them with decked 
veſſels of ſufficient burthen to enable 
them to keep the ſea, that ſucceſs will 
bereſcued from every hazard. For ſuch 
veſſels would not only ſave the time that 
mult otherwiſe be ſpent in a daily return 
to the ſettlement, but alſo furniſh the 
means of beginning the cure of the fiſh 
at the moment they are taken, and of 
landing them in the beſt ſtate for the 
completion of the proceſs. Aſſiſtance 
of this kind may be given, on the plan 
of a diviſion of profit between the owner 
of the veſſeland the fiſhermen employed; 
ſo that if, for example, the whole of the 


produce be diſtributed into nine ſhares, 
K two 
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two of thoſe ſhares may be allotted to the 
owner of the ſhip, one ſhare to the ſame 
perſon as owner of thenets and lines, and 
one ſhare to each of the fiſhermen who 
ſerve on board. 

To a ſimilar plan the ſucceſs of the 
people of Nantucket, at the time that 
their labours embraced the two extremi- 
ties of the ocean, was principally owing; 
and at this hour, its happy effects are 
equally felt in the rapid increaſe of the 
whale fiſhery, which the Britiſh, who 
have diſtanced all competition, carry on 
to the ſouthern ſeas. 

In both ſettlements, in that at Tober- 
mory as well as in that at Ullapal, par- 
ticular encouragement ſhould be given 
to certain artificers, eſpecially the ma- 


ſon, the houſe-carpenter, the black- 


ſmith, the boat-builder, and all ſuch 
tradeſmen as are requiſite to releaſe the 
Highlander from the neceſſity of ſup- 


plying, 


(M0 1 


plying, with infinite toil and infinite loſs 
of time, his own perſonal wants by his 
own perſonal ſkill ; for at preſent, many 
of the articles which he needs for the 
ſupport of life, for ſhelter, or for cloath- 
ing; his cottage, the few accommoda- 
tions which it has; and much of his 
dreſs, even to his very ſhoes, muſt be 
manufactured by himſelf, 

How vaſt the reyolution which your 
labours will ſpeedily accompliſh !----At 
preſent, through all the weſtern coaſt 
that lies to the north of Campbeltown, 
(a length of 200 miles) there is not a ſin- 
gle place that can furniſh a diſtreſſed 


and diſabled veſſel with an anchor, a 
cable, or a ſail: but, in a ſhort period 
from that at which I am ſpeaking, there 
will be found, at diſtances the moſt con - 
venient, two harbours, where nayal ac- 
commodation will be ſupphed, and every 
aſſiſtance given. 
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He whoſe days are conſumed in ob- 
taining a bare ſubſiſtence for his family, 
or the means of protection from the 


ſtorms, and who has therefore no time 


for that ſort of induſtry that would fur- 
niſh articles for ſale, will ſoon find that 
his labour is releaſed from its bondage. 
He who, at preſent, has no means of 
ſecuring, in any abundance, the fiſh 
that croud in infinite numbers to the 
coaſt, or of preſerving the few which 
the aukward implements he has, enable 
him to take, will ſoon find in the nets 
and ſalt, and other ſtores of his own 


village, a ſupply of materials for an un- 


limited capture and a pertect cure. 

He who before the war, in the ſhort 
period of about twenty years, beheld 
the emigration of 30,000 of his country- 
men ; he who, in the famine of the 
years 1782 and 1783, ſaw numbers pe- 
riſhing from want, will ſoon find, that 

the 
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the ocean is made tributary to the land, 
and that ſtores of food, as exhauſtleſs as 
its waters, are offered to the acceptance 
of the people. 

Such are the views of your Society; 


ſuch the immediate tendency. and haſ- 


tening conſequence of its meaſures. 
How complete then muſt their igno- 


rance be, who compare your Inſtitution 


with that of the Britiſh Herring Com- 
pany, which, on principles the moſt ab- 
ſurd, was eſtabliſhed in the year 1750. 
That Company was a trading Aſſoci- 
ation. This Society, on the other hand, 
by the poſitive words of the law under 
which it exiſts, is expreſsly excluded from 


engaging, directly or + in any | 


trading concern, 

That Company embarked in the Fiſh- 
eries for their own immediate benefit: 
this Society, on the other hand, encou- 
Tages, and by the removal of obſtacles, 

enables 
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enables the much ſuffering Highlanders 
to avail themſelves of the fiſh that inha- 
bit the waters on their coaſt; but is not 
itſelf engaged in the fiſheries, nor has 
any concern in the venture or its profit. 

The principal object of that Company, 
if we may judge by the extravagant 
ternis they made with the Legiſlature, 
was the enriching themſelves : our only 
object is that of ſaving a large propor- 
tion of our fellow- ſubjects from the 
deſperate alternative of ſtarving in their 
native land, or of ſeeking a doubtful 


ſubſiſtence in the wilds of a diſtant Con- 


tinent. 

Their primary object was pri vatèe emo- 
lument purſued at a public expence ; our 
object is public advantage purſued at an 
expence which is altogether private; 
ſo much ſo indeed, that even the charge 


of the law under which we act, was de- 
frayed entirely by ourſelves. 


But 
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But while I thus deſcribe the object of 
your purſuit, as wholly of a public na- 
ture, I mean not to ſay, that the capital 
you have advanced, will experience a 
laſting diminution. On the contrary, 
I have every reaſon to believe, that this 
capital, being appropriated to the pur- 
chaſe and improvement of lands, and to 
the erection of neceflary buildings, will 
be more than ſuſtained by the nature 
and ſyſtem of your ſettlements. 

After theſe general remarks, I may 
poſſibly be aſked, to what places, as ſitu- 
ations for ſettlements, the views of the 
Society ſhould next be directed. But to 
ſuch a queſtion, the judgement of no 
individual can be deemed competent to 
reply. I will therefore only obſerve, 
that among the ſeveral ſituations to which 
the attention of the Society may hereaf- 
ter be drawn, ſome one of the few har- 
bours on the weſtern coaſts of the He- 

brides, 
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brides, towards the great Atlantic, will 
probably be thought deſervin gof regard. 
For it muſt be remembered, that it is 
only from thoſe coaſts that the deep ſea 
fiſhery for herrings (in which, at his 
time, there 1s not, nor perhaps ever has 
been, employed a ſingle veſſel from the 
weſt of Scotland, or the adjacent Ifles) 
is at any time likely to be carried on 
with advantage: and it muſt alſo be re- 
membered, that it is the fiſhery of the 
deep ſeas, and not that of the ſea lakes, 
which made the Dutch a maritime pow- 
er; which gave them the means of ac- 
quiring their commerce in the Eaſt; 
which, amid the rudeſt ſhocks of for- 
tune, has enabled them to preſerve their 
independence; and which ſtill upholds 
them as a people. 

But while in this manner ] ſtate to 
you the means of attaining the i of the 
two great objects of your Inſtitution, 

the 


DO, 
the extenſion of the fiſheries, I am not 
unmindful that the improvement of the 
ſea coaſts, which conſtitutes the other of 
thoſe objects, is equally deſerving of re- 
gard. | 
That the latter of theſe will be pr 
moted by the attainment of the former, 
there cannot be a doubt: but at the ſame 
time, it is equally obvious, that the form- 
ing a few principal fiſhing ſtations (and 
from the many requiſites that are indiſ- 
penſible to their eſtabliſhment, they can- 
not be numerous) will not be ſufficient 
to relieve the inhabitants of other parts 
of the coaſt from the diſtreſſes which 
they experience. | 
For this reaſon, the erecting of ware- 
houſes, and the granting of lands at a 
fixed and perpetual rent, in a variety of 
places that may not be furniſhed with 
depth of water and convenient ancho- 
rage for veſſels of confiderable burthen, 
L or 
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or in which the Society may not be able 
to obtain that extent of poſſeſſion which 
is eſſential to a principal eſtabliſnment, 
are meaſures of the higheſt importance, 
and indeed of obvious neceſſity. Nor 
will the execution of the plan be attended 
with a greater expence than the Funds 
of the Society may be expected to ſup- 
ply. But though, on the one hand, the 
offers, generally ſpeaking, that we have 
hitherto received of land, are not ſuffi- 
ciently ſpecific to enable me, at preſent, 
to enlarge on this part of the fubject; 
yet, on the other, I am happy to an- 
nounce, that our ſubſcriptions already 
amount to 27,0001, 

Nothing, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
now remains to be ſtated of that narra- 
tive of the proceedings of the Directors, 


which, as an act of duty, I felt myſelf 


bound to ſubmit to your conſideration, 


except the circumſtance, that at the laſt 
of 


683) 
of our meetings, our attention was pain- 
fully excited by an account from the Iſle 
of Sky, that many of the inhabitants 
of its ſouthern coaſts are preparing to 
croſs the Atlantic; and that the ſpirit 
of emigration is likely to revive. Such 
meaſures as we thought ourſelves at li- 
berty to take, in the preſent infant ſtate 
of the important buſineſs committed to 
our care, were inſtantly adopted. 

Miſled by deceitful aſſurances, duped 
by promiſes impoſſi ble to be performed, 
or never meant to be fulfilled, theſe un- 
happy men may, notwithſtanding the 
efforts of the Society, be ſtill determined 
to perſevere in the forlorn and bank- 
rupt hope of an advantageous ſettle- 
ment in America, | 

But ſhould this be the caſe, we ſhall 
at leaſt have the conſolation to know, 
that they have not, like former emi- 
grants, ſtrong neceſſity to plead. We 
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(hall at leaſt be aſſured, that it is not for 
want of a certain and comfortable live- 
lihood in their native land that they fly 
to a foreign ſhore, We ſhall at leaſt 
have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that their 
country has not neglected them, but that 
they have choſen to deſert their country. 
Yet for their own ſakes, I am anxious 
that the endeayours of the Society to re- 
tain them may not prove ineffectual ; 
for what 1s now the ſituation of the Con- 
tinent to which they are bound ? What 
is now the ſituation of every ſtranger 
who ſettles in America? If he is poor, he 
will find none to relieve his wants, for 
the ſtores of Charity are long ſince ex- 
hauſted by the multitude of the diſ- 
treſſed: a conſideration that affects me 
with ſorrow; for I cannot ſpeak of the 
ſufferings of America in any language but 
that of regret. If he is rich, tax follows 
upon tax, impoſt ſucceeds to impoſt 
the 
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the neceſſities of the Government are in- 
ſatiate---the public poverty haunts him 
in every ſhape : even in South Caro- 
lina, though in happier circumſtances 
than many of the other States, the aſ- 
ſeſſments amount to near twelve times 
the ſum at which they ſtood before her 
ſeparation from Britain, Does he de- 
termine to fix his refidence in the back 
ſettlements of the country ? There, to 
the diſtreſſes of the deſert, to the hor- 
rors of the howling wilderneſs, he may 
find ſuperadded the miſeries of an Indian 
war ; for already it rages in the South, 
and may ſoon ſpread from one end of 
the Continent to the other. He walks 
to his field in the morning, but the ſcalp- 
ing knife arreſts his return. Alarmed at 
his ſtay, his family are going forth to 
find him, but the miniſters of death are 
at the door, and the cottage is already on 
fire, From ſufferings ſo ſevere, you 

would 
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would rejoice to ſave even an enemy, 
even thoſe Who had injured you the 
moſt. What then muſt be your ſolici- 
tude, when the perſons you are labour- 
ing to preſerve are your fellow - ſubjects, 
your countrymen, ſome of them, per- 
haps, men who have bled for you in the 
fleld. 

But, my Lords and Gentlemen, it is 
not in the light of a bleſſing to individu- 
als, or private families alone, that your 
plan ſhould be viewed; for the ſort of 
induſtry which you encourage, the kind 
of occupation which you are endeavour- 
ing to promote, brings with it, beyond 
every other, increaſe of ſtrength and 
proſperity to the empire. Like agriculture, 
the #/heries augment the ſubſiſtence of 
the people : like the moſt beneficial 
manifactures, they afford a produce that 
is chiefly the reſult of labour: to com- 
merce they furniſh an article of extenſive 


export, 
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export, and ſwell the public gain at the 
expence of foreign nations: and they 
likewiſe bring with them the firſt of all 
political advantages, encouragement to 
the navigation, and increaſe to the naval 
Power of the State. 

In what manner you have acted, on 
principles how juſt, on a ſyſtem how 
practicable and wiſe, the riſing ſettle- 
ments of Ullapul and Tobermory will 
ſoon proclaim. Thoſe narrow men, whoſe 
minds are too limited to comprehend the 
theory of your plan, or whole hearts are 
too cold to anticipate the national bleſ- 
ſings with which it 1s fraught, will then 
learn, by irreſiſtible proof, the excellence 
of your views and the wiſdom of your 
conduct. Already has that conduct at- 
tracted the notice, and excited the ad- 
miration of Foreigners: they are ſur- 
priſed to ſee you performing national ſer- 
vices without national aid; promoting the higheſt 
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intereſts of the Public at an expence in which 
the Public have no ſhare; and undertaking, 
as private individuals, from the warm 
feelings of humanity, from the ſtrong 
impulſe of affection for your native land, 
ſuch offices of kindneſs to the people as 
even in Sovereigns would be a ſubject 
of the higheſt praiſe. | 

But, independently of the opinion of 
others, and far beyond its higheſt worth, 
you will have, in your own. breaſts, the 
conſciouſneſs of having done good, the 
ever- during ſatisfaction of having made 
Miſery give place to Content, 
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FOR 


Incorporating certain Perſons therein named, by the 
Name and Stile of The Britiſh Society for extend- 
ing the Fiſheries and improving the Sea Coaſts 
of this Kingdom, and to enable them, when incor- 
porated, to ſubſcribe a Joint Stock, and therewith 
to purchaſe Lands, and build thereon Free Towns, 
Villages, and Fiſhing Stations, in the Highlands and 
Iſlands in that Part of Great Britain called Scot- 
land ; and for other Purpoſes. 


HEREAS the building of free towns, villages, 
harbours, quays, piers, and. fiſhing ſtations, in 
the Highlands and Iſlands of North Britain, will greatly 
contribute to the improvement of fiſheries, agriculture, ma- 
nufactures and other uſeful objects of induſtry, in that part 
of the kingdom, in which the diſperſed ſituation of the in- 
habitants hath hitherto proved a great impediment to their 
active exertions; and their being collected into fiſhing 
towns and villages would be the means of forming a nurſery 
of hardy ſeamen for his Majeſty's Nayy, and the defence 
of the kingdom. 
And whereas the finding immediate employment at home 
for great numbers of people, would be the means of put- 
M | ting 
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ting a ſtop to the dangerous ſpirit of emigration now pre- 
vailing, and likely to prevail in a great degree, to the de- 
population of that part of his Majeſty's dominions, and 
loſs to the kingdom of many of his Majeſty's uſeful ſub- 
jects: 

And whereas an undertaking for theſe laudable purpoſes 
cannot be ſo conveniently or effectually carried on unleſs a 
conſiderable Joint Stock be raiſed for that purpoſe : 

And whereas ſeveral perſons have already formed them- 
ſelves into a Society, and ſubſcribed conſiderable ſums for 
carrying the purpoſes above-mentioned into execution, but 
are apprehenſive that difficulties may ariſe, as well in re- 
covering debts which may grow due to the Joint Stock, as 
in defending ſuits or actions which may be commenced or 
brought againſt the ſubſcribers for any matter or thing re- 
lative to the Joint Society, as by law, all the ſeveral ſub- 
ſcribers and proprietors in the Joint Society muſt, in ſuch 
caſes, both ſue and be ſued, implead and be impleaded, by 
their ſeveral diſtin&t names and deſcriptions, and to prevent 
the ſeveral ſubſcribers from becoming liable to the pay- 
ment of any ſum or ſums beyond their reſpective ſhares in 
ſuch Capital Joint Stock; therefore, for the more eaſily car- 
rying into execution the ſeveral undertakings herein-before 
mentioned, and for avoiding the difficulties aforeſaid, the 
faid Society are deſirous of being incorporated, and having 
a common ſeal and name, by which they may ſue and be 
ſued, implead and be impleaded: - 


May it therefore pleaſe your MAFESTY, 


That it may be enacted ; and be it enacted, by the King's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 


in 
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in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That the Moſt Noble John Duke of Argyll, 
the Moſt Noble John Duke of Athol, the Right Honoura- 
ble George Campbell, commonly called Marquis of Lora; 
the Right Honourable James Graham, commonly called 
Marquis of Graham ; the Right Honourable Archibald 
Earl of Eglington, the Right Honourable Francis Earl of 
Moray, the Right Honourable James Earl of Abercorn, 
the Right Honourable John Earl of Breadalbane, the 
Right Honourable John Earl of Dunmore, the Right Ho- 
nourable Anthony Earl of Kintore, the Right Honourable 
Adam Gordon, commonly called Lord Adam Gordon ; 
the Right Honourable Frederick Campbell, commonly 
called Lord Frederick Campbell ; the Right Honourable 
George Leveſon Gower, commonly called Earl Gower ; 
the Right Honourable Lord Macdonald, the Right Ho- 
nourable Henry Dundas, the Honourable Major-General 
James Murray, the Honourable Archibald Fraſer, Sir Har- 
bord Harbord Baronet, Sir Hugh Munro Baronet, Sir 
Adam Ferguſſon Baronet, Sir James Riddell Baronet, Sir 
Robert Herries Knight, Sir George Young Knight, Ilay 
Campbell Eſquire, Archibald Macdonald Eſquire, Cap- 
tain Colin Campbell, Neil Malcolm, Francis Humber- 
ſtone Mackenzie, George Dempſter, John Hamilton Demp- 
ſter, Duncan Campbell of Lochnell, Kenneth Murchiſon, 
George Steuart, John Mackenzie of Biſhopſgate-Street, 
London ; Kenneth Mackenzie of Torridon, Major James 
Munro, Angus Macaulay, Colonel John Small, John 
Miller, John Call, Henry Beaufoy, John Macgillivray, 
John Knox, John Mackenzie of Lentron, George Cuth- 
bert, Lewis Cuthbert, Alan Cameron, Lieutenant John 
Mackay, Alexander Anderſon, Iſaac Hawkins Brown, Pa- 
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trick Home, Captain Donald Campbell, Thomas Hoby, 


James Fraſer, William Wilberforce, Duncan Campbell of 


Minching Lane, London; Alexander Blair, John Camp- 
bell, David Dale, Alexander Roſs, Duncan Davidſon, Da- 
vid Mitchell, Captain William Fraſer, Kenneth Macken- 
zie of Gower Street, London; Alexander Pringle, J. S. 
F. Fraſer, James Webſter, David Webſter, 
Callendaer late of Bombay, David Anderſon, General 
Fletcher Campbell, John Ogilvie; Thomas Longlands, 
Lieutenant General Henry Fletcher, Adam Drummond, 
Alexander Fraſer, Robert Grant, William Grant, John 
Paiſly, Thomas Ogilvie, William Hamilton, James Steuart, 
Alexander Macintoſh, Robert Fairfull, Lieutenant Rode- 
rick Mackenzie, John Grant, Thomas Miles Riddell, 
Lieutenant-General Richard Preſcott, Lieutenant-General 
Edward Maxwell, their executors, adminiſtrators, and aſ- 
ſigns, and every other perſon or perſons, who ſhall hereafter, 
either in their own right, or as executors, adminiſtrators, 
ſucceſſors, or aſſigns, in right of any other perſon or per- 
ſons, become proprietors of, or intereſted in any part or 
ſum of the ſaid Joint Capital Stock or fund herein-after 
mentioned, ſhall be, and they are hereby made a diſtin and 
ſeparate body politie and corporate, .in deed and in name, 
by the name or ſtile of The Britiſh Society for extending the 
Fiſheries, and improving the Sea Coafts of this Kingdom ; 
and that by the above name they ſhall have ſucceſſion and 
a common ſcal, and that they and their ſucceſſors may, 
from time to time, break, alter, or make new or change 
ſuch common ſeal as ſhall be found moſt expedient ; and 
that the faid Society ſhall be able and capable in law, and 
ſhall have perfect and full power and ability in law, to 
have, purchaſe, receive, take, and enjoy lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments of what kind, nature, or quality ſoever : 
And 
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And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that any 
perſon or perſons, body politic or corporate, may give, 
grant, bargain, ſell, or convey to the ſaid Society, any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, for the uſe and benefit 
of the ſaid Society; and that the ſaid Society ſhall have 
power and ability in law to grant, ſell, demiſe, alien, or 
diſpoſe of ſuch lands, tenements, and hereditaments, or any 
part thereof, at their own will and pleaſure, and in their 
corporate name ſhall and may be able in law to ſue and im- 
plead, be ſued and impleaded, anſwer and be anſwered, in 
any Court of Record or elſewhere, in all cauſes and actions 
whatſoever, for, touching or concerning the ſaid corpora- 
tion. 0 | | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Society to raiſe 
a Capital Joint Stock, to be applied to purchaſing or other- 
wiſe acquiring lands and tenements in perpetuity, and for 
the building of free towns and villages, harbours, quays, 
piers, and fiſhing ſtations, on ſuch lands ſo purchaſed, or ac- 
quired, and on no other lands or tenements whatſoever, not 
exceeding the ſum of one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, at ſuch time and in ſuch proportions as at any Ge- 
neral Court or Courts of the ſaid Society to be holden in 
purſuance of this Act ſhall be directed; and that the fame. 
ſhall be divided into a number of ſhares, each ſhare not ex- 
ceeding the ſum of fifty pounds ſterling ; and that no one 
perſon ſubſcribing ſhall become proprietor of more than 
ten ſhares in his, her, or their names, otherwiſe than by 
bequeſt or operation of law; and if it ſhall ſo happen, that 
any number of perſons ſubſcribing, are actually members of 
a joint partnerſhip in buſineſs, they ſhall jointly be conſider- 
ed as one name or perſon, holding a ſhare or ſhares not 
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exceeding ten in number, for any one joint partnerſhip, or 
in the name of any other perſon or perſons in truſt for him, 
her or them (except the ſame ſhall come to him, her, 
or them, by deviſe, bequeſts, marriage or act of law) 
upon pain of forfeiting to the ſaid Society all ſuch ſhares, 
exceeding ten ſhares as aforeſaid, and the money ſo to be 
raiſed js hereby appointed to be applied in the purchaſe of 
lands, as aforeſaid, and for the purpoſe of building by pub- 
lic advertiſed contracts, free towns and villages, harbours, 
quays, piers, and fiſhing ſtations thereupon ; provided al- 
ways, that it ſhall in no caſe be lawful for the faid Society 
to borrow any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever; and they 
are hereby prohibited from borrowing the ſame. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
the ſaid ſum of one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, or ſuch ſum as ſhall be raiſed, by the perſons herein- 
before named, or by ſuch perſon or perſons as may here- 
after become a proprietor or proprietors of the ſaid Society, 
ſo divided into ſhares of fifty pounds ſterling each ſhare, ſhall 
be, and the ſame are hereby veſted in the ſeveral perſons 
herein-before deſcribed, and their ſeveral reſpective execu- 
tors, adminiſtrators, ſucceſſors and aſſigns, for their and every 
of their proper uſe and benefit, proportionably to the ſum they 
and each of them ſhall ſeverally ſubſcribe and pay thereunto; 
and all and every of the faid ſhares ſhall be deemed to be 
perſonal eſtate, and tranſmitted as ſuch, and not of the na- 
ture of real property; and all and every perſon or perſons, 
their ſeveral and reſpective executor or executors, admini- 
ſtrators and aſſigns, who ſhall ſeverally ſubſcribe the ſum of 
fifty pounds ſterling or ſuch ſum or ſums as ſhall be de- 
manded in part thereof, towards eſtabliſhing and carrying 
into execution the undertakings of the ſaid Society, ſhall be 
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entitled to and receive the entire and neat diſtribution of the 
profits and advantages which ſhall or may ariſe or accrue 
by virtue of the ſaid ſum and ſums of money to be raiſed, 
recovered and received by the authority of this Act, and fo - 
in proportion for any greater number of ſhares, not ex- 
ceeding ten ſhares as aforeſaid, and every perſon or perſons . 
having ſuch property of one ſhare of the ſaid undertaking, 
and fo in proportion as aforeſaid, ſhall bear and pay a pro- 
portionable ſum of money towards carrying on the ſaid un- 
dertaking, in manner herein- after enacted, directed, and 
appointed, ſuch ſum or ſums not exceeding ſuch ſhare or 
ſhares, as any perſons ſhall have ſubſcrjbed to the Capital 
Stock of the Society. | 

And to the end that all matters and things touching or 
relating to the eſtabliſhing and carrying on the ſaid Society, 
may be managed and conducted in the moſt beneficial man- 
ner; be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
every perſon who ſhall have ſubſcribed for one ſhare of the 
Joint Stock, his or her reſpective executors, adminiſtrators 
and aſſigns, in every or any public meeting or afſembly to 
be held as herein-after directed for carrying on the buſineſs 
of the faid Society, ſhall have liberty, by him, or her, or 
by his or her proxy, under his or her hand, to give for one 
or two ſhares, one vote, and no more; for three or four 
ſhares, two votes, and no more; for five, ſix, or ſeven 
ſhares, three votes, and no more ; for eight or nine ſhares, 
four votes, and no more; for ten ſhares, five votes, and 
no more; and whatever queſtion of election, or other queſ- 
tion whatſoever, ſhall be propoſed, diſcuſſed, or conſidered, 
in any public aſſembly or meeting to be held under and by 
virtue of this Act, ſhall be finally determined by the majo- 
rity of votes then preſent in perſon or by proxy, qualified 
as aforeſaid. 
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And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that in caſe 
more perſons than one ſhall incline to hold in their joint 
names one or more ſhares of the ſaid Joint Stock, one only 
of ſuch perſ_ns ſhall be entitled to vote when preſent, ac- 
cording to the priority of their names in the original ſub- 
ſcription, or they may in the abſence of the whole give their 
vote or votes by proxy, as herein-before mentioned, to be 
appointed by a majority of the ſaid joint ſubſcribers under 
their hands; and that all bodies politic and corporate, who 
ſhall be proprietors of any ſhare or ſhares in the ſaid Joint 
Stock, ſhall be entitled in like manner to vote by proxy, 
duly conſtituted under their corporate ſeal. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that no 
perſon ſhall be capable of acting as proxy, unleſs he be a 
proprietor, and that no one proprietor ſhall hold mare than 
five votes by proxy. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
a book or books for ſubſcriptions ſhall be provided within 
one month after the tenth day of July one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-fix ; in which book or books the ſaid 
Joint Stock ſhall be ſubſcribed by the members of the ſaid 
Society, and that none of the ſaid members ſhall ſubſcribe 
more than the ſum of five hundred pounds ſterling in his, 
her, or their names ; and that all and every the proprietors 
of the ſums ſo ſubſcribed ſhall pay his, her, or their ſhares 
and proportions of the monies ſubſcribed, at ſuch times and 
places as ſhall be appointed for the receipt of ſuch ſums of 
money as ſhall from time to time be ordered to be paid in 
purſuance of any call or calls to be made, in manner to be re- 
gulated by the Bye-Laws of the Society, of which ſeveral 
calls two calendar months notice at the leaſt ſhall be given, 
by publiſhing the ſame in the London Gazette, by the di- 
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rection of a general meeting of the ſaid proprietors; and 
if any perſon or perſons ſhall wilfully neglect or refuſe to 
pay his, her, or their rateable and proportionable part or 
ſhare, parts or ſhares, of ſuch monies ſo to be called for as 
aforeſaid, within not leſs than two calendar months after 
the time appointed for the payment thereof, and after per- 
ſonal notice given to him or her, or notice in writing left 
at his or her uſual or laſt place of abode, then he, ſhe, or 
they ſo neglecting or refuſing, ſhall forfeit a ſum amounting 
to ten pounds per centum, on his, her, or their reſpective 
ſhare or ſhares in the capital ſtock of the ſaid Society. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
whenever any proprietor ſhall have incurred the penalty 
aforeſaid of ten pounds per centum on ſuch ſhare or ſhares 
as he or ſhe may be poſſeſſed of in the capital ſtock of the 
ſaid Society, for non-payment in due time as aforeſaid of 
his or her rateable proportion of money ſo called for as 
aforeſaid, and ſuch forfeiture ſhall have been declared at 
ſome general meeting of the proprietors, it ſhall and may 
be lawful at the ſame, or at any ſubſequent general meeting, 
for any ten or more of the proprietors then preſent, to or- 
der and direct a further notice to be given to ſuch proprie- 
tor ; and in caſe he or ſhe ſhall not within two months af- 
ter ſuch notice ſerved perſonally, or left at his or her moſt 
uſual or laſt place of abode, pay or cauſe to be paid all ſuch 
ſum or ſums of money as ſhall be then due and owing upon 
any call or calls as aforeſaid ; and for non-payment of which 
ſuch former forfeiture ſhall have been incurred, and ſhall 
not alſo pay or cauſe to be paid an additional ſum of ten 
pounds per centum on ſuch ſhare or ſhares as ſuch pro- 
prietor ſhall have ſubſcribed towards tbe capital ſtock of 
the ſaid Society, then ſuch proprietor, in caſe the non+ 
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payment of ſuch ſum or ſums of money ſhall have been de- 
clared at ſome general meeting of the ſaid proprietors, ſhall 
forfeit all his intereſt, ſhare and property in the capital ſtock 
of the ſaid Society, together with all ſuch ſums as ſhall have 
been paid in, or ſhall be then due and owing from any call 
or calls as aforeſaid, which laſt mentioned ſum or ſums due 
and owing from any call or calls as aforeſaid, and the re- 
ſpective penalties of ten pounds per centum, and ten pounds 
per centum herein-before mentioned, ſhall and may be re- 
covered by action of debt in any of his Majeſty's Courts of 
Record at Weſtminſter, or by ſuit in the Court of Seſſion in 
Scotland reſpectively. Provided always, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the ſaid proprietors at any general meet- 
ing to be held after ſuch forfeiture ſhall have been incurred, 
to poſtpone, mitigate, or remit the ſame, | | 
Provided always, and be it further enacted, that if the 
proprietor of any ſhare in the ſaid undertaking ſhall die be- 
fore payment ſhall have been made of the full ſum to be 
advanced on each ſhare which he or ſhe ſhall have been pof- 
ſeſſed of or entitled to, without having made proviſion, by 
will or otherwiſe, for the payment of the ſame, then and 
in ſuch caſe the executors and adminiſtrators of ſuch pro- 
prietor, and the truſtee or truſtees, guardian or guardians, 
of any infant or other perſon entitled to the eſtate or effects 
of ſuch proprietor, ſhall be mdemnified againſt ſuch infant, 
and all other perſons whomſoever, for paying any ſum or 
fums of money, when called for as aforeſaid, to complete 
every ſuch ſubſcription; and if ſuch deceaſed proprietor _ 
ſhall not have left effects ſufficient, or in caſe any ſuch ex - 
ecutor or adminiſtrator, truſtee or guardian, ſhall refuſe or 
neglect to anſwer ſuch calls and payments, the ſaid Society 
ſhall be and are hereby impowered, authorized, and re- 
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quired to admit any perſon or perfons to be proprietor or 
proprietors of the ſhare or ſhares of ſuch deceaſed proprie- 
tor, on condition that he, ſhe, or they, ſo admitted, do and 
ſhall, on or before ſuch admiſſion, pay to the executors or 
adminiſtrators of ſuch deceaſed proprietor, or the truſtee or 
truſtees, guardian or guardians of any infant, or others en- 
titled to his or her effects, the full money which ſhall have 
been paid by ſuch deceaſed proprietor in his or her life-time, 
by virtue of any call or calls, or otherwiſe, upon ſuch ſhare 

or ſhares, or ſo much money as the ſame can be ſold for. 
And be it further enacted, that it ſhall be lawful for any 
of the ſaid proprietors to ſell or diſpoſe of any ſhare or ſhares 
he, ſhe, or they ſhall and may be entitled to therein, in man- 
ner and ſubject to the rules and conditions herein mention- 
ed ; and for that purpoſe duplicates of the deed of bargain 
and ſale, or transfer of ſuch ſhare or ſhares, ſhall be executed 
by every vendor and vendee, and one part thereof, ſo ex- 
ecuted, ſhall be delivered to the Secretary of the ſaid So- 
ciety, to be filed and kept for the uſe of the ſaid Society, and 
an entry thereof ſhall be made in a book or books to be 
kept by the ſaid Secretary for that purpoſe ; and the ſaid 
Secretary or his deputy is hereby required to make ſuch 
entry accordingly ; and until the duplicate of ſuch deed or 
transfer ſhall be fo delivered to the ſaid Secretary, or to his 
deputy, ſuch purchaſer or purchaſers ſhall have no part or 
ſhare of the profits of the ſaid undertaking, nor any intereſt 
paid him, her, or them for and in reſpect of fuch ſhare or 
ſhares ſo purchaſed, nor be entitled to vote as a proprietor 
or proprietors of the ſaid Joint Stack ; Provided always, that 
after any call of ſuch monies ſhall be made by a general 
meeting, no perſon or perſons, bodies corporate or colle- 
giate, ſhall fell or transfer any ſhare which he, ſhe, or they 
Na | ſhall 
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ſhall then have inthe ſaid Joint Stock, until the monies call- 

ed for upon his, her, or their ſhare or ſhares, fo to be fold, 
ſhall be paid ; and every perſon making default herein ſhall 
forfeit his, her, or their ſhare or ſhares in the ſaid Joint Stock 
to the ſaid Society, for the benefit of the reſt of the faid pro- 
prietors (unleſs the perſon or perſons who ſhall be vendor 
or vendors ſhall, at the time of ſuch fale or transfer, pay the 
money called for upon every ſhare ſo fold or transferred, 
into the Bank of England, Bank of Scotland, or Royal 
Bank, of Scotland, ſuch forfeiture having been firſt notified 
and declared at a general meeting, in manner above di- 
rected. 

And be it further enacted, that every transfer of the ſaid 
ſhares ſhall be in the form, or to the purport and effect fol- 
lowing : 

«I A. B. in conſideration of 
« paid to me by C. D. do hereby bargain, ſell, and 
« transfer to the ſaid C. D. his or her executors, ad- 
« miniftrators, and aſſigns, ſhare or ſhares, 
« [as the caſe may be] in the joint ſtock of the So- 
« ciety for extending the Fiſheries, and improving the 
« Sea Coaſts of this Kingdom, ſubje to the ſame 
& rules and orders, and on the ſame conditions, that I 
« held the ſame immediately before the execution 
c hereof : and I the faid C. D. do hereby agree to ac- 


« cept of the ſaid | ſhare [or ſhares] 
&« ſubject to the ſame rules, orders, and conditions: 
4 Witneſs our hands the day of 


in the year of our Lord 
And for the better ordering, managing, and governing 
the affairs cf the ſaid Society, and for eſtabliſhing a conti- 
nual ſucceſſion of perſons to be Directors of the ſame ; be 
it 
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it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that there ſhall be (of 
the members of the ſaid Society holding one full ſhare in the 
joint ſtock of the ſame reſpectively) a Governor, Deputy-Go- 
vernor, and fifteen Directors, of whom theſaid Govervor and 
Deputy-Governor ſhall always be two of and in the ſaid So- 
ciety, which Directors, or any ſeven or more of them, ſhall 
be, and be called, a Court of Directors for the ordering, 
managing, and directing the affairs of the faid Society. 
And be it alſo enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the 
members of the ſaid Society ſhall on or before the tenth day 
of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- ſix, pro- 
ceed to the election of a Governor, Deputy-Governor,and 
thirteen members of the ſaid Society as aforeſaid, to be their 
Directors as aforeſaid, in manner following; that is to ſay, 
that each and every member of the ſaid Society ſhall on or 
before the ſaid tenth day of Auguſt deliver in, or tranſmit to 
the Secretary of the ſaid Society a liſt in writing, ſubſcribed 
with his or her narae, and ſubjoining the number of ſhares 
which he or ſhe holds in the joint ſtock of the ſaid Society, 
containing the names of ſuch members as he or ſhe votes 
for to be Governor and Deputy-Governor reſpectively ; and 
alſo of thirteen other members qualified as aforeſaid, whom 
he or ſhe ſhall vote for to be Directors of the ſaid Society; 
and that all and every ſuch liſt which ſhall contain a greater 
or leſs number than fifteen names as aforeſaid, ſhall be re- 
jected and of no effect; and that the thirteen members 
whoſe names ſhall be inſerted in the greater number of ſuch 
liſts as aforeſaid, ſhall be the Directors of the ſaid Society 
and that ſuch perſons whoſe names ſhall be contained in the 
greater number of ſuch liſts for filling the offices of Gover- 
nor and Deputy-Governor, ſhall be Governor and Deputy- 
Governorof the ſaid Society ; Provided, that if it ſhall ſohap- 
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pen that any two or more perſons named in ſuch liſts as 


aforeſaid ſhall have an equal number of votes, the names of 
ſuch two or more perfons ſhall be placed in a box and 
drawn out by the Secretary of the ſaid Society ; and the 
perſon whoſe name ſhall be drawn out ſhall be a Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, or Director of the ſaid Society, as thecaſe 
may happen; and the Secretary ſhall in like manner draw 
out ſucceſſively a ſufficient number of names to complete 
the number of thirteen Directors, who ſhall þe Directors 
accordingly. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors, ſo firſt 
choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall ſerve and continue in their reſpec- 
tive offices until the twenty-fifth day of March, one thou- 
fand ſeven hundred and eighty-feyen ; and that a new elec- 
tion of a Governor, Deputy-Governor, and thirteen Direc- 
tors, ſhall be then made in manner aforeſaid; and on the 
twenty-fifth day of March in each and every ſucceeding year, 
a like election ſhall be made, unleſs the ſame ſhall happen 
on a Sunday, and then on the Monday following ; and 
that ſuch Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors, 
ſhall ſerve and continue in their reſpective offices for one 
whole year next enſuing their reſpective elections. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the faid 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors, or the major 
part of them, ſhalland may from time to time aſſemble and 
meet together at any convenient place or places within the 
cities of London or Weſtminſter, and then and there hold 
courts of Directors, and ſhall at ſuch courts have power and 
authority to order and direct all the affairs and buſineſs of the 
ſaid Society, ſubject to the bye-laws and directions of all 
general meetings of the ſaid Society, and ſhall have power 
ta 
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to name Committees of themſelves, and to appoint all ſub- 
ordinate officers. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
every Governor, Deputy- Governor, and Director of the ſaid 
Society, ſo to be elected as aforeſaid, before they be admit- 
ted to the execution of their reſpective offices or places of 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, or Director, ſhall take the fol- 
lowing oath before any two or more of the ſaid proprietors, 
who are hereby impowered to adminiſter the ſame : 

«I A. B. do ſwear that I will diſcharge the truſt and 
duties of Governor, (Deputy-Governor, or Dircc- 
©« tor, as the caſe may be) of the Britiſh Society for 
« extending the Fiſheries and improving the Sea Coaſts 
of this Kingdom, truly and faithfully, to the beſt ot 
e my judgment aud underſtanding, 


« So help me Gon.“ 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that out of 
the ſaid proprietors holding one full ſhare reſpectively, there 
ſhall be choſet and appointed in like manner and at the like 
times five perſons, (not being Governor or Deputy-Gover- 
nor, or Director or other officer) to examine and audit the 
accounts of the faid Society once in every year, and to pre- 
pare and lay before the genera] meeting, the accounts of the 
faid Society in a clear, accurate, and diſtin& manner, one 
copy of which ſhall be reſerved in the office for the inſpec- 
tion of any proprietor who ſhall deſire to ſee the ſame. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that there 
ſhall be holden one general meeting of the ſaid proprietors on 
the twenty-fifth day of March in each and every year; and 
if the fame ſhall happen on a Sunday, then on the Monday 
following at noon, in the cities of London or Weſtminſter, 
and that if at any time it ſhall appear to any nine or more 
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- Proprietors, that for the more effectually putting this Act in 
execution, an occaſional general meeting of proprietors ſhalk 
be neceſſary to be held, the Governor, Deputy-Governor, or 
any three or more of the ſaid Directors, on requeſt made in 
writing by ſuch nine proprietors to the ſaid Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, or Directors, ſhall cauſe notice to be given 
thereof in the London Gazette, and in ſuch other manner 
as the ſaid proprietors, their ſucceſſors or aſſigns, ſhall at any 
general meeting direct or appoint, declaring in ſuch notice 
the place where, and the time when, ſuch meeting is to be 
held, the ſame to be held within one calendar month from 
and after ſuch notice given, and likewiſe ſpecifying in every 
ſuch notice the reaſon for and intention of ſuch meetings 
reſpectively, and the proprietors are hereby authorized to 
meet purſuant to ſuch notice, and proceed to the execution 
of the powers by this Act given them; and every act of 
the proprietors, or the mayor part of them, at ſuch meetings 
aſſembled, ſhall be as valid to all intents and purpoſes, as if 
the ſame had been done at an annual general meeting, held 
in manner herein-before directed. Provided always, that at 
all general and ordinary meetings the Governor, or in caſe of 
his abſence the Deputy-Governor, or in caſe of the abſence 
of both, a Chairman, who ſhall be then and there choſen, 
ſhall, in caſe of an equality of voices, have a caſting vote; 
and that all general meetings, ordinary or extraordinary 
aſſembled as before directed, ſhall have the power of ad- 
journing theinſelves to ſuch time as they ſhall deem neceſ- 
fary. 

And it is hereby further enacted by the authority afore- 
faid, that in caſethe Governor, Deputy-Governor, orany of 
the Directors for the time being ſhall happen to die, or reſign 
his office before the expiration of the ſaid year for which he 

or 
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or they ſhall be ſo elected, that then and from thencefor 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Governor or 
Deputy-Governor, or any three of the ſaid Directors, if they 
ſee fit, to ſummon and call together a general meeting of 
the proprietors aforeſaid, and then and there to chuſe into 
the place or places of him or them ſo dying or reſigning, 
one or more other fit perſon or perſons, as the caſe may 
happen, to fill up ſuch vacancy or vacancies, and the per- 
ſon or perſons ſo choſen ſhall continue in their reſpective 
offices or places during the remainder of fuch year, or until 
the next election of Governor, Deputy -Governor, and Di- 
rectors as aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
the ſaid proprietors, their ſucceſſors and aſſigns for the time 
being, ſhall have power and authority at a general meeting 
to be called for that ſpecial purpoſe, or by adjournment of 
the annual general meeting, in caſe fifteen or more propri- 
etors preſent at ſuch general meeting, by themſelves or 
proxy, be poſſeſſed of one hundred ſhares at leaſt, but not 
otherwiſe, to make ſuch rules, bye-laws, and conſtitutions, 
for the government of the faid Society, and for the good 
and orderly carrying on the buſineſs of the faid Society; 
and alſo for the well-governing of the officers, ſervants, 
workmen, and others, who ſhall be employed in and about 
the buſineſs, and carrying on of the faid Society, or any part 
thereof, as to them ſhall ſeem meet; which ſaid rules, bye- 
laws, and orders, being reduced into writing, under the 
common ſeal of the ſaid Society, ſhall be binding upon, and 
obſerved by all parties, and ſhall be ſufficient, in any court 
of law or equity, to juſtify all perſons who ſhall act under 
the ſame, provided the ſame are not repugnant to the laws 
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laws, and conſtitutions, ſhall not be binding, unleſs they be 
confirmed by the next general meeting after they are voted, 
and ſhall not be ſubject to any alteration in the ſame year 
wherein they have been made. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
no transfer, other than by gift or bequeſt, ſhall be made of 
any of the ſaid ſtock, or ſhare of or in the ſaid Joint Stock, 
for the ſpace of three years from the tenth of Auguſt one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, but that the ſame 
ſhall beabſolutely void toall intents and purpoſes whatſoever. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the caſh 
of the ſaid Society ſhall be lodged either in the Bank of Eng- 
gland, Bank of Scotland, or Royal Bank of Scotland; and 
that no Governor, Deputy-Governor, or Director, nor any 
proprietor of any ſhare or ſhares of the Society's joint ſtock, 
nor any agent, ſecretary, clerk, ſervant, or perfon employed 
by the ſaid Society, ſhall in any caſe retain any ſum or ſums 
of money, which ſhall have been placed in his, her, or their 
hands for the uſe of the ſaid Society beyond the ſpace of 
thirty days next after the receipt of the ſame, on any account 
whatſoever, but that every ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall with- 
in thetime aforeſaid, pay or cauſe to be paid all and every 
ſuch ſum or ſums of money into one of the Banks aforeſaid ; 
and that payments of all ſuch ſums as ſhall be iſſued by the 
ſaid Society, ſhall be made by drafts under the hands of the 
Governor, or Deputy-Governor, counterſigned by the Se- 
cretary or his deputy, and two or more Directors, on the ſaid 
Banks, to ſuch perſon or perſons, or to their order, as ſhall 
have performed any work for, or otherwiſe have any de- 
mand upon, the ſaid Society. | 

And whereas it may happen that ſome perſon or perſons, 
bodies politic, corporate, or collegiate, or truſtees, or others, 
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who are ſeized of. or entitled to lands and tenements, 
which may be neceſſary to be purchaſed for the purpoſes of 
this Act, may be willing to treat and agree to ſell ſuch lands 
and tenements, in order to perfect ſo uſeful and neceſſary an 
undertaking, but are incapable of granting and conveying 
the ſame by reaſon of infancy, or other diſability by tailzies, 
or otherwiſe, be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- 
faid, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for ali bodies po- 
litic, corporate, or collegiate, truſtees, tutors or curators for 
infants or minors, idiots or furious perſons, or other perſons 
for whom they are truſtees, and for all and every other per- 
ſon or perſons whomſoever who are or ſhall be ſeized, poſ- 
ſeſſed of, or intereſted in any lands and tenements which 
the ſaid Society ſhall judge neceſſary for the purpoſes afore- 
ſaid, whether by titles held in fee ſimple, or tailzied, to ell 
and convey to the ſaid Society, or their ſucceſſors, or to 
ſuch other perſon or perſons as they ſhall appoint, all or any 
ſuch lands and tenements, or any part thereof, for the pur- 
poſes aforeſaid; and that all contracts, agreements, ſales, or 
other conveyances that ſhall be ſo made, ſhall be valid ta 
all intents and purpoſes, any law, ſtatute, uſage, or any 
other matter or thing whatſoever to the contrary thereof 
notwithſtanding ; and that all truſtees, tutors, or curators, 
corporations, proprietors, or incumbrancers, ſubject to tail- 
Zies, and all other perſons, are and ſhall be hereby indem- 
rified for what they ſhall do by virtue of, or in purſuance 
of this Act; provided, that where lands and tenements un- 
der entail are purchaſed for the purpoſes aforeſaid, the price 
of the premiſes ſhall, by authority of the Court of Seſſion, 
be laid out upon land, or other heritable ſecurity, and the 
rights and ſecurities deviſed and taken to the ſame ſeries of 
heirs as are contained in the original title-deeds of the ſub- 
zz&s under entail, purchaſed for the utes aſoreſaid. 
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
the book or books in which the accounts relating to the ſaid 
Society ſhall be ſtated and ſettled, and all other matters and 
things relating thereunto, ſhall be depoſited under the care 
and cuſtody of ſuch perſon or perſons as the ſaid Directors 
ſhall from time to time appoint at the office of the ſaid So- 
ciety ; and every proprietor, at all reaſonable times, ſhall 
have free acceſs to ſuch book or books, for his, her, or their 
inſpection. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
if any perſon or perſons ſhall forge or counterfeit the ſeal of 
the Society, or any deed or writing under the common ſeal, or 
ſhall demand any money in purſuance of any ſuch forged or 
counterfeited deed or writing, either from the Society or any 
members or ſervants thereof, knowing ſuch writing to be 
forged, with intent to defraud the faid Society, or any other 
perſons whomſoever, every perſon ſo offending, and being 
convicted thereof, in due form of law, ſhall be judged guilty 
of felony, and ſhall be tranſported in manner as by law di- 
rected, for a term not exceeding ſeven years. 

And be it further enacted, that if any action, ſuit, or 
information ſhall be brought or commenced againſt any 
perſon or perſons for any thing done in purſuance of this 
Act, the ſame ſhall be brought or commenced within fix 
calendar months next after the fact committed, or in caſe 
there ſhall be a continuation of damage, then within fix 
calendar months next after the the doing or committing 
ſuch damage ſhall ceaſe, and not afterwards ; and the de- 
fendant or defendants in ſuch action, ſuit, or information, 
ſhall and may plead the general iſſue, and give this Act, 
and the ſpecial matter, in evidence at any trial to be had 
thereupon, and that the ſame was done in purſuance and 
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by the authority of this Act; and if it ſhall appear to have 
been ſo done, or if any action, ſuit, or information ſhall 
be brought after the time ſo limited for bringing in the 
ſame, then and in ſuch caſe the jury ſhall find for the de- 
fendant or defendants, or the Court of Seſſion in Scot- 
land ſhall diſmiſs the ſaid ſuit ; if the plaintiff or plaintiffs, 
purſuer or purſuers, ſhall become nonſuit, or ſuffer a diſ- 
continuance of his, her, or their action, ſuit, or informa- 
tion, after the defendant or defendants ſhall have appeared ; 
or if a verdict or judgment of the Court of Seſſion in Scot- 
land, ſhall paſs againſt the plaintiff or plaintiffs, purſuer or 
purſuers, or if, upon demurring or otherwiſe, judgment 
ſhall be given againſt the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defen- 
dant or defendants ſhall have treble coſts, and ſhall have 
ſuch remedy for the ſame, as any defendant or defendants 
hath or have for coſts of ſuit in any other caſes by law. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
this Act ſhall be deemed and taken to be a Public Act; and 
all judges, juſtices, and other perſons, are hereby required to 
take notice of it as ſuch, without ſpecially pleading the ſame. 
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